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TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! 

YOU'VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 

The remote controlled roller-door is possibly the most popular 
garage door by a mile. There are obvious reasons why; space 
saving, extra width, extra height, neat and compact, totally 
secure, reliable and safe, maintenance free - the list goes on... 
Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, 
We are possibly the best in the UK - by a mile!! We are 
one of the biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with us 
you will save yourselves ££££s for a truly fantastic new door. 

**£2500! OUR PRICE £875!! 

NOW ONLY £799 

INCLUDING FITTING: LIMITED TIME ONLY 



PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 

• Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

• We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 

• Top quality Remote Controlled Rolling Garage Door 

• Exclusive safety system, based on digital technology 

• Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

• Totally maintenance free 

• So neat & compacted & space-saving, giving you 
extra width & extra height 

• White as standard, other colours available 

• Roller Garage Doors, Absolute Top quality 

garage door, for lower than UK High Street DIY retailers 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 


CALL NOW 01245 360700 
www.maidstone-garage-doors.co.uk 
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Kent on Sunday 


Sister title of KENT LIFE 


We should take pride in 
Britain’s fighting spirit 


THIS week’s paper features a number 
of stories of fight and community 
spirit against apparent hardship. 

Be that the brave parents of tragic 
Faye Burdett, still fighting for a 
vaccine to be provided for all 
children, despite the government 
insisting it couldn’t happen. 

Be that the communities in 
Tonbridge fighting to find a new 
home for the youth and sports clubs 
whose futures are at risk after the 
borough council sold land and 
buildings in order to develop a 
medical centre on the site. 

Or be that the Baroness of 
Beckenham, Floella Benjamin, who 
this week became the first living 
black person to have a statue on 
public display - still fighting to break 
down racial barriers that have stood 
in her way throughout her life. 

Of course the people of Kent 
overwhelmingly voted to leave the 
European Union in last summer’s 
referendum - a move considered by 
many, not least our own Nigel 
Farage, to be fighting back against 
the so-called establishment. 


Naturally, there are still many 
who voted to remain who continue 
to fight for a second referendum, or 
at least for a more democratic way of 
shaping a Brexit that delivers the 
best possible future for the people of 
Britain. 

Indeed, the European Parliament 
appears to be insisting that quotas 
must remain for our fishermen even 
after we leave the EU - again, 
something our MPs say they will 
fight. 

Whichever side of the EU debate 
you sit on, that sense of not giving up 
and constantly striving to better 
ourselves is what makes Britain so 
great. 

Change is often a scary prospect, 
but if we want to evolve and truly get 
on then it’s something we sometimes 
have to embrace. 

Resting on our laurels gets us 
nowhere and that continual process 
of improvement should be what 
drives us in our schools, our places of 
work and in all walks of life. 

Surely that attitude is the greatest 
British asset of them all. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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Large showroom with plenty on display 

Friendly, knowledgeable staff to assist with 
your new bathroom project with expert advice 
& solutions 

Open from 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday and 
9am - 4pm Saturdays 


Unit 10, Cinque Ports Road, 
Mountfield Industrial Estate, 
New Romney, TN28 8LH 

01797 363623 


Unit 60, 

John Wilson Industrial Estate, 
Kent, Whitstable CT5 3QT 

01227 281648 
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Churchill alien theories 
revealed in hidden essay 



LEADER: Winston Churchill lived at Chartwell in Westerham 


By John von Radowitz 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


THE existence of alien life on other 
planets may not have been the 
most pressing issue facing Winston 
Churchill in 1939, with Europe on 
the brink of war. 

But it was something he thought 
about deeply, a newly unearthed 
essay written by the wartime 
leader has revealed. 

In the 11-page article, entitled 
“Are We Alone in the Universe?” 
Churchill, who lived at Chartwell 
in Westerham, muses about the 
possibility of life evolving else¬ 
where in the Solar System and 
beyond. 

Pre-empting discoveries of 
extra-solar planets by more than 
five decades, he defines what 
scientists later called the “habit¬ 
able” or “Goldilocks” zone - the 
narrow orbital region where a 
planet is not too hot or too cold but 
“just right” to support life. 

The essay - possibly intended for 
publication in the Sunday newspa¬ 
per The News of the World - had 
been hidden away at the US 
National Churchill Museum in 
Fulton, Missouri, since the 1980s. 


The document was rediscovered 
last year by the museum’s new 
director Timothy Riley, who passed 
it on to Israeli astrophysicist, 
author and former Hubble Space 
Telescope scientist Mario Livio. 

Describing the find in the 
journal Nature, Professor Livio 
said it came as a “great surprise,” 
despite Churchill’s well-known 
interest in science. 

Churchill was the first prime 
minister to hire a science adviser, 


and in the 1920s and 30s wrote a 
number of popular science essays 
for newspapers and magazines on 
topics such as evolution and cells. 

In one 1931 article for The 
Strand Magazine, entitled “Fifty 
Years Hence” he predicted the 
invention of hydrogen-fuelled 
nuclear fusion power. 

Churchill regularly met scien¬ 
tists such as Bernard Lovell, the 
father of radio astronomy. 

His article about alien life was 


written soon after the 1938 radio 
broadcast by Orson Welles 
dramatising The War Of The 
Worlds by HG Wells, which caused 
widespread panic among listeners 
in the US who thought they really 
were being invaded by Martians. 

Churchill concluded that due to 
their distance from the sun, Mars 
and Venus were the only two places 
in the Solar System other than 
Earth that could conceivably 
harbour life. 


Court told cost of motorway 
bridge collapse hit £1.5m 


Driver caused £31,000 
of damage in 120mph 
police chase down M20 


A RECKLESS motorist who caused 
£31,000 damage to police vehicles 
and even tried to drive his car into 
an officer following a high speed 
motorway chase has been jailed. 

Scott Flisher, 25, of Elmwood Road 
in Chattenden, was seen speeding by 
officers patrolling the M20 in last 
summer but refused to stop when 
requested to do so - leading to a high 
speed pursuit. 

The drama began at junction 8 of 
the coastbound carriageway, near 
Lenham, at 5.48am on August 28 
when officers in a marked Land 
Rover Discovery saw Flisher speed 
past them in a blue Seat Leon. 

They activated their emergency 
lights but, instead of slowing down 
and coming to a stop, Flisher 
increased his speed to llOmph in a 
bid to get away. 

He left the motorway at junction 9, 
for Ashford, and drove through a set 
of red lights before re-joining the 
M20 on the London-bound side 
where he reached speeds of 120mph, 


driving down the hard shoulder to 
avoid a rolling road block being 
enforced by officers. 

The pursuit ended with Flisher 
leaving the motorway at junction 4, 
for Maidstone, only to crash at a 
roundabout due to his speed. 

An officer on foot approached the 
car to arrest him but Flisher rammed 
his way through the police cars and 
deliberately drove in the direction of 
the PC, who had to jump onto the 
bonnet of their car to avoid serious 
injury. 

Flisher was able to travel another 
30 metres before another patrol car 
successfully pinned his car to a side 
railing, after which he fled on foot 
before being finally arrested in 
woodland adjacent to the motorway. 

Flisher pleaded guilty to dangerous 
driving, destroying property, driving 
without a licence and insurance and 
was jailed for 18 months last week. 

He was also slapped with a 33 
month driving ban and will have to 
take an extended re-test. 


A LORRY driver has appeared in 
court accused of causing more 
than £1.5 million of damage 
following the collapse of a 
motorway bridge on the M20 
during last August’s bank holiday 
weekend. 

The bridge fell after a wheeled 
excavator and dumper being 
transported by Alan Austen, 63, 
from Durham, on the back of a lorry 


A FOOTBALLER from Ashford is 
starting a two year sentence in a 
young offenders’ institution after 
admitting a racially aggravated 
assault on an opponent. 

The assault took place on 
February 27 last year at a Kent 
County League match between 
South Darenth FC and Kennington 
Reserves FC at Sandyhurst Lane in 
Ashford. 


struck it between junctions four and 
three on the London-bound 
carriageway. 

No-one was killed but Jim Shaw, 
73, of Thamesmead suffered three 
broken ribs after he came off his 
motorbike to avoid the bridge. 

No pleas were entered, and 
the case was sent to Maidstone 
Crown Court for a hearing on 
March 17. 


Luke James Burdon, 19, of 
Hillbrow Lane, was playing for 
Kennington when he elbowed an 
opponent, who had just success¬ 
fully tackled him, in the face. 

He used racist language directed 
at the victim while he carried out 
the assault and was sent off by the 
referee. 

An x-ray revealed the victim’s jaw 
had been broken in three places. 


Footballer sentenced after 
racially assaulting opponent 
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NSPCC warning after 30 FGM cases in county 


LATEST figures show 30 cases of Female Genital 
Mutilation taking place in Kent, as the NSPCC reveals 
its helpline has been receiving hundreds of contacts 
about the practice. 

FGM has been a criminal offence in the UK for 30 
years, and in 2003 it also became a criminal offence for 
UK nationals or permanent UK residents to take their 


child abroad to be circumcised in this way. 

Despite this, there is yet to be a successful prosecu¬ 
tion for the offence. 

John Cameron, head of NSPCC Helplines said: “For 
far too long female genital cutting has been cloaked in 
secrecy so we need more people in communities to 
join forces to ensure this dangerous practice is ended.” 


Outrage at Brussels plot 
to maintain quotas for 
fishermen after Brexit 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


CRAIG Mackinlay MP has branded a 
reported move by the European Par¬ 
liament to block Britain’s bid to gain 
full control of its fishing waters post- 
Brexit as “completely unacceptable”. 

A leaked European Parliament 
memo obtained by the Guardian re¬ 
veals existing quotas are set to re¬ 
main in place as part of the deal to 
take Britain out of the European Un¬ 
ion. 

MEPs have drafted seven provi¬ 
sions to be included in Britain’s “exit 
agreement”, including the stipula¬ 
tion that there will be “no increase 
to the UK’s share of fishing opportu¬ 
nities for jointly fished stocks”. 

Exiting the EU’s controversial 
Common Fisheries Policy and re¬ 
moving quotas for fishermen was a 
major policy for the Vote Leave cam¬ 
paign in last year’s referendum, par¬ 
ticularly in coastal areas of Kent. 

Currently, smaller quotas are 
dished out to boats under 10 metres 



ROW: Thanet MP to fight plan 

long, which primarily makes up the 
fleet in the county, and because of 
these restrictions, fishermen have 
reported a huge decline in industry 
in fishing towns like Folkestone, 
Ramsgate and Whitstable. 


Mr Mackinlay, Conservative MP 
for South Thanet, told KoS: “This ap¬ 
pears to be their idea of playing 
hardball and it’s not good. 

“It’s completely unacceptable, and 
I will be fighting this.” 

Remain campaigners warned pri¬ 
or to the referendum that voting for 
Brexit would be a “leap in the dark” 
- words used by former chancellors 
George Osborne and Alistair Darling 
on a visit to Ashford days before. 

“If you’re selling a car, you’re not 
going to say it’s full of rust,” Mr 
Mackinlay admitted. 

“When you become independent 
you take the assumption you’re go¬ 
ing to win back control - it’s a rea¬ 
sonable expectation in accordance 
with international law.” 

A government spokesperson said: 
“Leaving the EU is a real opportuni¬ 
ty to review fisheries management 
in the UK. 

“We will be working hard to se¬ 
cure the best possible deal for all our 
fishermen, one which ensures fair 
access to quota, sustainable stocks 
and a healthy marine environment.” 
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ROMANCE : Messages at stations 

Love in the air 
across county 
rail network 


LOVE was clearly in the air this 
Valentine’s Day as passengers across the 
Southeastern rail network sent roman¬ 
tic messages to their nearest and dearest 
at stations throughout Kent. 

The messages have appeared on 
information boards at a number of 
stations today, after the rail franchise 
received romantic requests from 
commuters. 

One message at Chatham station 
spoke about meeting his future partner 
on a Southeastern train five years ago: 
“To my darling wife Nichola Baker. As 
with any journey, who you travel with is 
more important than the destination. 
From when we first met on a train, I still 
love that we can travel together every 
day. Love you so much X X X.” 

Whilst at Canterbury, one commuter 
wanted to surprise his girlfriend as she 
travelled down to London from Canter¬ 
bury West to meet him. 

Southeastern’s passenger information 
manager, John Till added: “Playing 
cupid is just one of the ways we look to 
put a smile on our passengers’ faces and 
we hope the lucky ones enjoyed the 
surprise messages from their Valentine. 

“We connect people every day but 
always love to hear about couples who 
first set eyes on each other on our 
network.” 


1,200 fines issued for 
littering in Ashford 

SOME 1,200 littering fines have been issued by 
Ashford Borough Council since it launched a 
partnership with a private company last Septem¬ 
ber. 

During the trial, which runs until next Septem¬ 
ber, officers from private firm Kingdom have the 
authority to issue a £75 on the spot fine for those 
caught deliberately dropping litter or not clearing 
up after their pet, and there will be no reduction in 
cost for early payment. 

Three officers are on patrol across the borough 
- two located in Ashford town centre and one 
monitoring Tenterden - and their identities are not 
kept hidden from the public as they wear 
uniforms similar to the council’s parking enforce¬ 
ment officers. 

The council has stated that any profits made are 
pushed back into supporting other environmental 
projects within the council, including additional 
dog warden patrols and equipment for litter 
education and enforcement campaigns. 


Body found at foot of 
cliffs in Eastbourne 

A BODY found at Beachy Head near Eastbourne in 
Sussex is believed to be a 55-year-old man who went 
missing from his home near Tonbridge this week. 

Charles Young was reported missing from 
Brenchley on Monday after leaving home at 6am to 
travel to Sandhurst in Berkshire and not returning as 
expected at 10am, despite his car being found not far 
from his address. 

Kent Police confirmed that it has now ended its 
search for Mr Young. 

A Sussex Police spokesperson said earlier this 
week:' ‘The man’s body was spotted around 5pm on 
Monday, but weather conditions prevented its safe 
recovery that evening. 

' ‘He was recovered by members of the Eastbourne 
RNLI’s inshore lifeboat at about 8.45am on Tuesday 
and taken back to the lifeboat station.’ ’ 

The death is not being treated as suspicious and 
the family of Mr Young have been informed. 

The coroner has been notified and an inquest will 
open in due course. 


Family of Port victim 
still hunting answers 

THE families of Stephen Port’s murder victims are still 
looking for answers as a BBC documentary aired this 
week, telling the story through their eyes. 

Serial killer Port was sentenced to life imprison¬ 
ment in November for the murder of Gravesend chef 
Daniel Whitworth, 21, as well as three other young 
men he stalked on gay dating site, Grindr. 

Mr Whitworth’s family recently launched an appeal 
for information ahead of planned legal action against 
the Met Police’s handling of the case. 

A total of 17 police officers face investigation for 
possible misconduct over the catalogue of failures in 
catching the killer. 

Mr Whitworth’s step-mother, Mandy Pearson, said: 

‘ We continue to seek answers and accountability 
from the police about how, for a whole year, they let us 
believe that Daniel had committed suicide, in which 
time Port had gone on to kill again. 

‘ We all hope that the documentary will be a 
positive experience, resulting in further potential 
witnesses coming forward.’ ’ 
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MP to host Commons debate 
in her fight to save barracks 



FIGHT: Helen Grant has campaigned for months against the planned closure 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


THE fight to save Invicta Park Barracks from 
closure will roll into Westminster next week. 

Maidstone and the Weald MP Helen Grant 
has been granted a debate on the govern¬ 
ment’s ‘A Better Defence Estate Strategy’ by 
the House of Commons backbench business 
committee, 

The application was supported by 10 other 
MPs comprising of six Conservative, three 
Labour and two SNP members who repre¬ 
sent constituencies across the country from 
Inverness, Nairn, Badenoch and Strathspey 
in the far north, to Brecon and Radnorshire 
in the west. 

The debate will take place on Tuesday in 
the House of Commons for 90 minutes. 

As the lead member, Mrs Grant is likely to 
have the opportunity to open and close the 
proceedings. 

The debate will mark a key milestone in 
the MP’s campaign by providing a public 
platform for her, and her colleagues, to air, 
directly to government, their concerns about 
the decision to close the barracks. 

The announcement was first made by fel¬ 
low Kent MP and defence secretary Sir 
Michael Fallon last year, who revealed plans 
to sell off a sizeable chunk of the Ministry of 


Defence estate, which currently covers near¬ 
ly two per cent of the UK’s land area, includ¬ 
ing the coutny town barracks. 

Sir Michael told MPs it costs £2.5 billion a 
year to maintain the overall estate, and 40 
per cent of the MoD’s built assets are more 
than 50 years old. 

It is hoped selling the sites could save 
£140m of running costs over the next dec¬ 
ade and provide housing where there is a 
need for more. 

Speaking after securing the Westminster 


discussion, Mrs Grant said: “I am grateful 
to the backbench business committee for 
allocating time for this debate. 

“It will provide a much needed opportu¬ 
nity for MPs to air their views and impor¬ 
tantly will require the minister to respond. 

“I will be making the case that the deci¬ 
sion to close Invicta Park Barracks is un¬ 
fair, particularly on members of the 
Queen’s Gurkha Engineers and their fami¬ 
lies, for whom Maidstone has become their 
permanent and settled home.” 


Union rejects deal as 
rail row rumbles on 

THE Southern Railway dispute has dramatically 
flared up after members of the drivers’ union 
rejected a deal aimed at resolving a long-running 
row over driver-only trains. 

General secretary Mick Whelan said: ‘‘We 
understand and support the decision arrived at 
democratically by our members and will now 
work to deliver a resolution in line with their 
expectations.” 


Blue star Lee Ryan 
joins EastEnders cast 

BLUE singer Lee Ryan, who originates from 
Chatham, is to join the cast of EastEnders as 
Albert Square’s latest bad boy. 

The musician, who had hits including All Rise 
and One Love with the boy band, will ‘‘ruffle 
feathers and break hearts” as ‘Woody’ Woodward 
when he arrives in Walford in the spring. 


0AP killed in smash 

AN elderly man has died after a van ploughed into 
a lamp post in Maidstone this week. 

Police were called to the scene of the crash in 
Willington Street near the junction of Sutton Road 
at around 4.30pm on Wednesday, where the air 
ambulance and firefighters also attended. 

The 75-year-old died at the scene. 



furniture for exceptional homes 


thewintersale 


MUST END SUNDAY 26 th FEBRUARY 


NEW SHOWROOM STOCK 

4) uptof 

£ years 1 

10/ Interest 

RELEASED WITH FINAL 

P /0 Free Credit* 

DISCOUNTS 

ON ALL MADE-TO-ORDER PURCHASES OVER £1000 


www.lenleys.co.uk 01227 766655 Roper Road, Canterbury, CT2 7EL 

FURNITURE | BEDS | CURTAINS | FLOORING | ACCESSORIES 

Cash Price £1000, deposit £250. 24 monthly payments of £31.25. Total payable £1000. Subject to status, quotation available on request. Credit provided by an external finance company determined by Lenleys. 

Subject to acceptance. Not applicable to goods sold at clearance price. 
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Concern as hate crime rises 
by 60% after EU referendum 



HATE crime offences in Kent 
increased dramatically immedi¬ 
ately after the EU referendum, 
figures show. 

According to new data, Kent 
Police logged 277 offences between 
July and September last year - a rise 
of 60 per cent from the number 
between April and June, and the 
highest quarterly figure since 
comparable records began in April 
2012 . 

Gurvinder Sandher, who chairs 
the Kent Police Independent 
Advisory Group, acts as vice chair 
of the Kent Police and Crime Panel 
and stood as an independent in last 
year’s police and crime commis¬ 
sioner election - won by Matthew 
Scott - admitted he was troubled by 
the figures. 

“This increase in racially 


motivated hate crime is a concern 
but I am aware that the trend in 
recent weeks has been downwards 
and I hope that this will continue,” 
he told KoS. 

“We should be proud of our 


positive community relations 
across the county and all commu¬ 
nities, regardless of ethnicity and 
faith, should be working together to 
ensure a minority do not spoil it for 
the overwhelming majority.” 


Jail for man who tried to 
start fire in health centre 


A man who tried to start a fire 
in a mental health facility and 
stabbed two workers there has 
been handed a prison sentence. 

Myha Grant, of no fixed 
address, had been receiving 
treatment at the Bracton Centre 
after attacking a random 
member of the public with a 
champagne bottle near Brixton 
Tube station. 

Whilst at the centre, the 
31-year-old stabbed two 
members of staff on July 17, 
before starting a fire. 

Grant had pleaded guilty to 
two counts of wounding with 
intent to cause grievous bodily 
harm, one count of arson, and 
causing grievous bodily harm 
in Brixton. 

On the day in question, Grant 
hid outside a locked kitchen 
door, bursting in when he 


heard it being opened from the 
other side. 

The member of staff opening 
the door was thrown to the 
ground by the force of the door. 
Grant then grabbed a knife and 
stabbed the worker repeatedly 
in his chest, stomach and arms 
before turning on a second 
worker who had activated a 
panic alarm, stabbing him a 
number of times in his groin, 
arm, leg, chest and stomach. 

Grant, who is currently being 
detained in hospital under the 
Mental Health Act, then started 
a small fire with parts of a 
cigarette lighter and items of 
clothing. 

He was arrested in the 
courtyard and was this week 
sentenced to 16 years, and will 
serve the jail term if his 
condition improves. 


Coach destroyed in fire 


Seasonal lifeguards 


Pensioner hit by lorry 

PART of Sevenoaks High Street was closed 
on Thursday morning after an elderly man 
was hit by a lorry. 

The man has since been taken to a London 
hospital with serious injuries and police are 
continuing to make enquiries. 


A COACH that was being converted into a 
motorhome in Ramsgate was destroyed by 
fire this week. 

Crews were called to Manston Road at 
around 11.15pm on Tuesday and wore 
breathing apparatus to fight the fire, using a 
high pressure hose reel and main jet. 


LIFEGUARD provision at a beach where 
three young Bexleyheath men died last year 
has moved a step closer. 

Rother District Council, which is responsi¬ 
ble for Camber Sands in East Sussex, had its 
cabinet approve £51,000 for a seasonal 
lifeguard service this week. 


£900k station facelift 

BAT & Ball station could be set for a 
£900,000 facelift after town council chiefs 
submitted a planning application including 
toilets, a cafe and meeting rooms. 

They will be told in March if a bid for cash 
made to the Heritage Lottery Fund was 
successful. 


GIRLING’S 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
HELPDESK 

Call us on 0845 0649 999 

or email us at personal@girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 

For a FREE, no obligation chat about your claim for 
negligent medical treatment 



www.girlingpersonalinjury.co.uk 

KENT no win no fee specialists 



VIENNA.FESTIVAL BALLET ■:* 


Thursday 9 March, 7.30pm 
Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone 
0844 871 3015 


Friday 24 March, 7.30pm 
Stag Community Arts Centre, Sevenoaks 
01732 450175 


Wednesday 5 April, 7.30pm 
The Woodville, Gravesend 
08442 439480 


Sunday 7 May, 2pm 
Hazlitt Theatre, Maidstone 
01622 758611 
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Renovation plan on track 


Second arrest 
in stab probe 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


P LANS to regenerate Folke¬ 
stone seafront have taken 
a huge step forward as 
work on renovating the 
former harbour railway 
station is set to begin within days. 

Bosses at Folkestone Harbour Com¬ 
pany have released designs to show 
what the redeveloped station will 
look like. 

Following the successful renova¬ 
tion of the Harbour Arm in 2015/16, 
this new work by the company, which 
is overseeing a multi-million pound 
project to redevelop the town, is de¬ 
signed to extend the areas accessible 
to the public. 

It will create new access to the Har¬ 
bour Arm by using the viaduct that 
carried trains across the harbour as a 
pedestrian walkway, with the work, 
carried out by Graham Construction, 
set to begin this month following pre¬ 
liminary work to repair the struc¬ 
ture. 

Folkestone Harbour Company 
spokesperson Peter Bettley said: “The 
aim is to provide a direct route be¬ 
tween the town and the Harbour 
Arm, via the former railway station 
platforms, and will ultimately link 
with a boardwalk along the beach¬ 
front towards the Leas Coastal Park. 



FUTURE : Bosses have revealed a first glimpse at what the redeveloped Folkestone harbour station will look like 


“This will improve connectivity 
around the harbour itself and help 
enhance access between the Coastal 
Park, the Stade and beach areas, the 
Creative Quarter and other parts of 
the town centre, anticipating the 
wider opportunities that the seafront 
development will bring.” 

Repairs to the viaduct are almost 
complete and bosses say the area will 


shortly be landscaped, with new rail¬ 
ings also added. 

“A staircase and lift will be con¬ 
structed to provide access between 
the viaduct and Harbour Square, ad¬ 
jacent to the fountains,” Mr Bettley 
said. 

“Care is being taken to respect the 
listed status of the structure and to 
preserve and enhance its heritage 


value, whilst introducing a function 
that is relevant to the area’s future. 

“Similarly, the former railway sta¬ 
tion, which in the past had become 
quite neglected, will be renovated to a 
high standard, surviving features 
such as the glass canopies will be re¬ 
stored, and the site’s heritage as a ma¬ 
rine railway terminus will be recog¬ 
nised.” 


Officers investigating a reported 
double stabbing in Gravesend last 
year have made a second arrest. 

Kent Police was called to an 
address in St Albans Close at 8pm on 
December 5, where a man in his 40s 
and a woman in her 30s had both 
suffered serious injuries. 

A 33-year-old man from Graves¬ 
end was arrested the same day on 
suspicion of assault and remains on 
bail pending further enquiries. 

A 16-year-old boy from Erith has 
also now been arrested in connec¬ 
tion with the incident and bailed 
until Wednesday, April 12. 


Farage warns 
of revolution 


NIGEL Farage has said the “political 
revolution” that swept Brexit and 
Donald Trump to victory will 
reverberate through Europe. 

Mr Farage, who lived in Wester- 
ham, said there has been a funda¬ 
mental “change in public attitudes” 
towards politicians and the media. 

It comes after MEP Janice Atkin¬ 
son said Kent would be a safer place 
if far-right leader Marine Le Pen wins 
power in France. 



Broome Park Golf Club 

The Broome Park Estate - Barham 
Nr Canterbury - Kent - CT4 6QX 


Try us for a Trial 

GOLF MEMBERSHIP?? 
HALF PRICE GREEN FEES 


after 10:30am MONDAY TO FRIDAY 

Ring the Pro Shop to book on 01227 831126 

k Trial Membership? 

Please visit our website, click on Membership tab and then February Offers. 

www.broomepark.co.uk 
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Weymouth 

4 day Coach 
Holiday £147 

You can now you can have a wonderful 4 day spring coach trip to 
Weymouth from an amazing £147. staying at the lovely Norfolk hotel. 
You’ll enjoy visiting the Isle of Portland and Dorchester (all FREE 
trips)...and it’s all for the breakthrough price of £147... 

There’s no hidden charges, absolutely no ‘catches’ just a great 
late-availability bargain...Here’s the full details... 

Day 1: We arrive at our hotel this afternoon and stay for 3 nights with trips out on 
Saturday and Sunday 

Day 2: Trip to delightful, bustling town of Wimborne Minster. Do visit the Minster while 
you're here and the Priests House. Next we visit the upmarket and lively Poole Harbour. 
Day 3: The Isle of Portland and the picturesque market town of Dorchester. 

Day 4: Leave for home after a last hearty breakfast to see us on our way. 

Norfolk Hotel Weymouth. 

An attractive seafront hotel enjoying views across the bay to the Dorset coastline in the distance. 
Regular evening entertainment. All rooms have full facilities. Lift. 

Hurry! Only one date at this price! 

Departs; Friday 24th March £147 

Price includes: 3 nights hotel with 3-course dinner and full choice 
breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as shown. Single Supp £19 

Call to book or book online 
GB TOURS 8 0151 652 2222 
www.gbtours.com 

33 Years of great-value coach trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 


Our coach departs: Margate 
- Broadstairs - Ramsgate - 
Canterbury- Ashford - 
Maidstone - and then to 
Weymouth. 

No changing coaches, no 
endless pick-ups. Same 
coach, same driver 
throughout your holiday - 
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Fears for future of youth clubs 


As Tonbridge council chiefs sell off land to deliver a much-needed medical centre, campaigners tell 
Adele Couchman not enough has been done to safeguard communities using the existing building 
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Hub in Avebury Avenue - Mr Hood 
says some of the clubs will struggle to 
find alternative premises. 

“The council have been in contact 
with some of the clubs - some of them 
have been helped and some of them 
haven’t,” he said. 

“But the Teen and Twenty Club 
was very reasonably priced and there 
is the fear that prices will be increased 
at other venues in the town. 

“The council have offered The Ton- 
bridge Youth Hub, but some of the 
other clubs like the youth martial 
arts club, the boxing club, table ten¬ 
nis and narcotics anonymous will 
not be able to use their facilities there. 


C AMPAIGNERS have hit out 
at the closure of a historic 
youth club that has oper¬ 
ated in Tonbridge for more 
than 50 years. 

The Teen and Twenty Club has 
been leasing its site in River Lawn 
Road from Tonbridge and Mailing 
Borough Council since 1966, offering 
community and sporting facilities 
such as martial arts and boxing. 

But it was announced last week 
that the council has agreed to sell the 
building to deliver a new ‘state of the 
art’ medical centre to Tonbridge Med¬ 
ical Group, with the youth club set to 
close on March 31. 

The decision follows an extensive 
review of Tonbridge and Mailing Bor¬ 
ough Council’s assets in the town 
centre which aimed to identify poten¬ 
tial redevelopment opportunities that 
would benefit the community, im¬ 
prove services and provide financial 
return. 

The new medical centre would re¬ 
place Tonbridge Medical Group’s two 
current surgeries on Pembury Road 
and Higham Lane, which are deemed 
to be no longer fit for purpose with the 
continued expansion of the practice. 

Mark Hood, of the West Kent Green 
Party, has started a petition opposing 
the closure, which is calling for a halt 
to the sale of the Teen and Twenty 
Club before a public consultation is 
held. 

He told KoS: “The council is essen¬ 
tially taking away a facility that has 
been used by lots of children, and the 
future of the different clubs that oper¬ 
ate inside the building have been 
jeopardised. 

“They’re simply out there to make a 
profit and to hell with the conse¬ 
quences. 

“It used to be great, I went to play¬ 
group there in the ’70s and lots of dif¬ 
ferent teenagers and young people in 
the town used to use it. 

“It was a big youth club, but now 
there are very few facilities for young 
people.” 

Although the council says it will be 
supporting groups using the building 
to find alternative facilities - with 
some groups having already made 
plans to move to The Tonbridge Youth 


CHANGE : The building hosts a number of sports clubs, including boxing 


HISTORIC: The Teen and Twenty Club has been leasing its site in River Lawn Road, Tonbridge, since 1966, but is now set to be replaced by a health centre 


“The table tennis club has had to 
move out of Tunbridge Wells, which 
is just ludicrous, and three of the 
clubs haven’t even found a new 
premises.” 

It is understood some of the clubs 
could be moving to the Angel Centre 
- a council-owned building leased out 
by a leisure trust. 

But Mr Hood said the centre is ex¬ 
pensive to hire for many of the com¬ 
munity groups. 

Wayne Smith, who runs boxing at 
the Teen and Twenty Club, added: “I 
grew up in that building where I went 
to play school, karate club and youth 
club. 

“I started my business at the club 
delivering boxing sessions for fours 
years up until Christmas, where we 
were told to find alternative premises 
due to greedy councillors wanting to 
make a few quid selling the site. 

“That place is for the community, 
there isn’t anything else in Ton- 
bridge.” 

Leader of the Tonbridge and 
Mailing Liberal Democrats Trudy 
Dean said the closure was a “double 
whammy” for the closure of youth 
services in the area. 

“In recent years, there has been so 
many cuts to youth services from 
Kent County Council’s budget and 
now it seems the borough council are 
cutting their services as well,” she 
told KoS. 

“This is a very difficult time for lo¬ 
cal authorities, and they are having 
trouble delivering the statutory serv¬ 


ices given the budgets the govern¬ 
ment has given them. 

“But whatever youth services 
councils provide, they generally re¬ 
pay councils more than what they 
spend as they keep young people out 
of trouble and deliver a range of edu¬ 
cational services for them. 

“KCC cut its youth budget four 
years ago, so countywide we are de¬ 
livering services from a very limited 
number of hubs. 

“Asides from the club in Averbury 
Avenue, there is only one other youth 
hub in Tonbridge and Mailing and 
that is in Snodland. 

“It’s important Teen and Twenty 
are able to relocate somewhere in the 
Tonbridge area to retain services for 
young people.” 

But MP for Tonbridge and Mailing 
Tom Tugenhadt said there was a need 
for a new medical centre in the town. 

He said: “I’m very pleased that the 
investment in the town’s local servic¬ 
es are going ahead as there is an aw¬ 
ful lot of need for increased GP provi¬ 
sion. 

“It appears as if a lot of the clubs 
will be moving to the Angel Centre 
and I’m confident the council will 
find space for them elsewhere.” 

Negotiations for the sale of the Teen 
and Twenty Club site to be used by 
the Tonbridge Medical Group are now 
at an advanced stage. 

The project will be taken forward 
by the specialist healthcare property 
developer and investor Assura, which 
will acquire the site, construct the 


medical centre and then lease it to 
Tonbridge Medical Group. 

Responding this week, council 
leader Nicolas Heslop told KoS: “The 
building on River Lawn is owned by 
the council and is currently leased by 
the Teen and Twenty Club to run a 
facility for young people. 

“As part of the review of council as¬ 
sets, we have been in discussions 
with the trustees and club committee 
for the last two years, appraising 
them of the possible redevelopment of 
the site. 

“In November 2016 we issued a for¬ 
mal letter that the building was to be 
returned to us on March 31 to which 
the club was agreeable and accepted. 

“The Teen and Twenty Club gave 
notice to all their users in December 
that the building would be closing on 
March 31. 

“Of the all the existing groups that 
regularly hire the club, only one is 
still to find an alternative venue. 

“Others have relocated to other 
suitable premises such as the KCC 
Youth Hub in Avebury Avenue and 
various community halls in the 
town. 

“The council will of course help the 
one remaining club to find alterna¬ 
tive premises if needed. 

“We believe that plans to revitalise 
the building and provide a new medi¬ 
cal centre will bring benefits for the 
whole community and will be anoth¬ 
er important contribution to the re¬ 
generation of Tonbridge town cen¬ 
tre.” 






Tragic tot s parents 
have ‘saved lives’ 
in fight for vaccine 
against meningitis 

Helen Whately MP hails bravery of Neil and Jenny Burdett, 
who said the government has done “absolutely nothing” for 
their campaign - a year on from death of their daughter Faye 


C AMPAIGNING by the par¬ 
ents of tragic toddler Faye 
Burdett who died from 
meningitis last Valentine’s 
Day has “saved lives”, their 
MP has said. 

Neil and Jenny Burdett this week 
slammed the government for doing 
“absolutely nothing” in their fight 
against the infection, one year after 
the death of their two-year-old 
daughter. 

Faye’s plight over a matter of days 
12 months ago sparked a nationwide 
petition which received more than 
820,000 signatures, calling on the 
government to vaccinate all children, 
not just newborn babies. 

The parents, who live in Maidstone, 
also claimed their own MP, the Con¬ 
servative Helen Whately, had not 
done enough in terms of campaign¬ 
ing. 

Speaking to KoS in response to the 
comments this week, Mrs Whately 
said: “I met Neil and Jenny Burdett a 
year ago, just after Faye died - her 
toys were still neatly arranged in the 
corner. 

“I was struck by their bravery and 
determination to make something 
good come out of tragedy and wanted 
to do everything I could to help. 

“I supported their campaign to give 
the meningitis B vaccine to as many 
children as possible, and I under¬ 
stand their frustration that progress 
has been slow.” 

The Faversham and Mid Kent MP 
brought the issue to the House of 
Commons, where she told then-prime 
minister David Cameron she was 
proud Britain was the first country in 
the world to vaccinate all babies un¬ 
der 12 months old. 

However, the government was ad¬ 
vised by the independent Joint Com¬ 
mittee on Vaccination and Immuni¬ 
sations that it would not be 
cost-effective to give the vaccine to 
older children - advice it is legally 
obliged to comply with. 

Since then, another independent 
panel of experts has examined how 
the cost-effectiveness of vaccines is 
calculated, which could make a dif¬ 
ference to the guidance, when the re¬ 
port is eventually published. 

Mrs Whately, who sits on the 
health select committee, says she has 
been urging the government to pub¬ 


lish this report as soon as possible. 

“Decisions about how the limited 
resources of the NHS should be used 
are never easy - if we spend money on 
meningitis B vaccines, we can’t spend 
it on another disease - but people de¬ 
serve to know the basis on which 
these decisions are made, and to have 
a chance to challenge them,” she add¬ 
ed. 

“As well as pressing the health 
minister on the vaccination eligibili¬ 
ty last year, I called for a campaign to 
raise awareness of meningitis. 

“Many people just look out for a 
rash, not knowing that actually by 
the time the rash appears, you may 
well be too late. 

“The Burdetts’ campaign has done 
so much to raise awareness of menin¬ 
gitis, and that in itself will have al¬ 
ready saved lives.” 

Speaking earlier this week, Mr Bur¬ 
dett said the decision not to extend 
the vaccine to more age groups was 
“insulting and devastating” and that 
he has heard nothing since appear¬ 
ing before MPs on the petitions com¬ 
mittee last March. 

“Children under five are vulnerable 
to meningitis and they can’t tell you 
exactly what is happening,” he said. 

“They are solely reliant on their 
parents and carers to spot that some¬ 
thing is wrong. 

“We have been through something 
so terrible and we thought if we could 
stop it happening to other families, 
that’s what we wanted to do. 

“But since going to parliament, 
we’ve heard nothing. 

“If nobody in parliament is going to 
take any notice and do something, 
who else is there? 

“The government is being compla¬ 
cent and we feel badly let down. There 
is just this massive hole that children 
are falling into. 

“We feel like we were ushered out of 
the building and that was that. It’s all 
been brushed under the carpet. 

“The MPs there said they would 
keep pushing for an awareness cam¬ 
paign but we’ve heard nothing, not 
even from our own MP. 

“It’s not acceptable and it’s not fair 
because children are still dying.” 

The grief felt by the Burdetts is 
made worse by the fact that Faye’s 
meningitis was mistaken for a virus. 

She was sent home from Maidstone 


Hospital but returned seven hours 
later. 

Mr Burdett, 38, said an investiga¬ 
tion is still ongoing into what hap¬ 
pened at the hospital but criticised 
the process which sees hospitals car¬ 
ry out their own investigations when 
things go wrong. 

He added: “Every day we miss her, 
we talk about her. There’s a huge hole 
in our lives that is never going to be 
filled. 

“But we’re also proud of her - be¬ 
cause of the petition and because for 
11 days she fought meningitis against 
the odds. That shows her strength 
and her fight.” 

Mr Burdett, a lorry driver, and his 
beautician wife, Jenny, 36, spent eve¬ 
ry day at Faye’s hospital bedside. 

“She could hear and she could re¬ 
act,” Mr Burdett said. 

“Every morning I would sit with 
her and she would squeeze my finger. 

“Once, she opened her eyes and she 
looked around. She mouthed the 
word ‘mummy’. We never heard her 
voice again because of the ventilator.” 

The couple made the heartbreak¬ 
ing decision to switch off Faye’s life 
support after her body was ravaged 
by sepsis, caused by meningitis, and 
doctors told them her chance of sur¬ 
vival was minimal. 

Mr and Mrs Burdett had already 
signed forms consenting to the ampu¬ 
tation of both Faye’s legs at the hips, 
one complete arm and the other arm 
just below the elbow. 

“She had fought so hard. Turning 
off the machine was the hardest deci¬ 
sion we have ever had to make but it 
was the right thing to do. We’ve never 
regretted that decision,” Mr Burdett 
said. 

The Burdetts spent the anniversary 
of Faye’s death quietly at home in Der¬ 
by Road, visiting her gravestone and 
lighting a candle as they do “every 
night”. 

The father added: “Faye was a very 
happy girl who loved to run around. 
She loved painting and was very clev¬ 
er for her age, she was so bright and 
determined. 

“Faye loved curry, I would make 
her chicken tikka masala and she 
loved it. She was such a happy little 
girl but that’s the thing with menin¬ 
gitis - in the click of a finger, it all 
changes.” 



- vt 


TRAGIC: Photos of two-year-old Faye Burdett before and after contracting 
meningitis went viral last year, as 820,000 people called for more vaccination 


Last April, former public health 
minister Jane Ellison pledged to 
launch an awareness campaign for 
parents on the signs of meningitis 
and the government agreed to release 
its cost-modelling for vaccines. 

There is concern that the current 
model does not adequately account 
for the lifetime costs of caring with 
somebody left disabled by meningitis. 

Bexsero is available on the NHS for 
babies aged two months, followed by 
a second dose at four months and a 
booster at 12 months. 

Parents who wish to have older 
children vaccinated must pay pri¬ 
vately. 

Mr Burdett also said the govern¬ 
ment had promised to include a page 
on meningitis symptoms in the red 
book given to the parents of new¬ 


borns, but this had also not yet been 
done. 

A Department of Health spokes¬ 
man said: “The UK is the first country 
in the world to have introduced a na¬ 
tional Men B vaccination programme 
using Bexsero. 

“We have made important 
progress, vaccinating more than one 
million babies since September 2015, 
in which time the number of cases in 
infants aged one and under has 
dropped by 50 per cent.” 

Public Health England has 
launched a separate campaign on 
sepsis. 

Meningitis Research Foundation 
estimates 400 cases of meningitis B 
among children up to the age of five 
could have been prevented if they had 
been given access to the vaccine. 
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OUR SALE NOW ON! 


Established 1981 


Over 61,000 customers! 


Limited 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 
£1,512 

5 WINDOWS 
£1,890r,“9„ 

6 WINDOWS 

£2,268 «t 

7 WINDOWS 
£2.646 r°9.T 


Our Sale Now On! 

.Kent’s leading double glazing manufacturer 


M £2,646 me VAT 

TRIPLE GLAZED 

VI WINDOWS 


£1,891 bS9«t 

WINDOWS 


£2,364bS9at 
WINDOWS 


£2,836£9„ 

WINDOWS 


« £3,309;S9„ 

All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

Hie choice is yours! 


15 % 

OFF ALL 

Conservatories 
v & Orangeries 


Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 
the 


f An extra 

£100 off 


Celebrating over 36 years of 


5E5S ^iriMnmi vj \\u w vmui• 


0% Finance representative available 
upon request subject to status 


ate' 

5 Chamber Profile 
Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

01634294696 


r ii iu Uff afcrtp* _j 

iu* 

~— 1 Don’t just 
glaze it. 


Open 6 days a week 
Monday ■ Saturday 9am ■ 5pm 


m of our installers are CRB checked. 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
2nd 
March 


as heard on heart I MMlbl Tigr I FENS/ 

103] - 02,3 IW _I ilJ. I LLJUJ. I J. I Jl. 


Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

Door Lock: BS3621 
Toughened Glass: 

BSEN12150-1 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Hight Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


odiurutiy 3<im ■ upm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. 

01 634 826 238 f WWW. supaglazing.com ■ 


*1 per order. Terms and conditions apply. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request. E&OE 
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Friday 31st March 2017 + 5pm-9pm 


The Fireplace 


A Family Run Business 


Wood and Multi Fuel Stoves 
Stove Package Deals Available 
Marble, Wood and Stone 
Fire Surrounds 
Bespoke Service Available 
Gas and Electric Fires 
Chimney Lining 
Full Installation Service 


Visit Our Showroom 

6 vI*, k- 2 Castle Court, Castle Road, Eurolink Industrial 

Estate, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 3TD 

t IDEM n A F Tel/Fax: 01795 599234 

■ 119 m ■ L A U t www.the-fireplace.net 

Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9.30-4, Saturday 10-4 


Honouring the 
baroness who’s 
breaking down 
racial barriers 


Floella Benjamin, the Baroness of Beckenham, 
this week became the first living black person to 
be immortalised in bronze in the UK. We take a 
look at her impact on Kent and the wider world 


By Adele Couchman 

AdeLe.Couchman@archant.co.uk 


C ALLS are growing for a sculpture of 
Floella Benjamin to appear in Beck¬ 
enham after she made history this 
week by becoming the first living 
black person in the UK to have a 

statue. 

The much-loved TV presenter, who lived in 
the town for years and took on the title of Bar¬ 
oness of Beckenham after becoming a Life 
Peer in the House of Lords in 2010 as a nod to 
her family’s connections to the area, said she 
was “delighted” after her statue was unveiled 
at the University of Exeter, where she has re¬ 
cently retired as chancellor. 

A former resident of Mackenzie Road in 
Beckenham, Baroness Benjamin has appeared 
in several West End shows, served as chair of 
governors at the Isle of Sheppey Academy and 
is also vice president of children’s charity Bar- 
nardos. 

Now the university, where she served as 
leader for 10 years, has immortalised her with 
a bronze bust in recognition of her achieve¬ 
ments. 

According to her sculptor, the piece is ex¬ 
tremely significant because it is believed to the 
only existing statue of a living black person in 
the UK. 

“It’s sad, but it’s quite awesome”, explains 
renowned Devon sculptor Luke Shepherd, 
who was personally commissioned by Baron¬ 
ess Benjamin for the artwork. 

“There are only four statues of publicly 
named black people in Britain - and three of 
them are deceased.” 

The existing three statues commemorate 
Nelson Mandela, pioneering nurse Mary Sea- 
cole and Manche Masemola - a South African 
Christian martyr. 

Throughout his 35 years of sculpting fa¬ 
mous faces, Mr Shepherd has created bronze 
portrait busts from the likes of comedian Billy 
Connolly to political statesmen, including the 
likes of former Speaker of the House of Com¬ 
mons and Labour politician George Thomas. 

“I think the statue being one-of-a-kind is a 
reflection of how difficult it is to have status as 
a black person in this country,” he told KoS. 

“Lots of sports people don’t have a memorial 
of them, and lots of black people living in the 
UK are not seen as the sort of people to be com¬ 
memorated in this way. 

“Most of the people I have sculpted have 
been politicians or people that have reached 
high levels in their life, and it’s sad that black 
people aren’t recognised in that way. 



INSPIRATIONAL: Floella Benjamin took 
the title of Baroness of Beckenham 


“There is a statue of a black woman in Stock- 
well (Lambeth, south London) but the statue is 
not of a named person who has a voice in the 
House of Lords like Floella.” 

Trinidad-born, Lady Benjamin moved to 
Beckenham in the 1960s. When she first ar¬ 
rived in England, she recalls how she and her 
five brothers and sisters frequently had to deal 
with racial prejudice. 

Upon being introduced to the House of Lords 
in 2010, in her maiden speech Lady Benjamin 
told of being spat on and told to go home. 

Later, she would write the 1995 memoir 
Coming to England - which describes her jour¬ 
ney from Trinidad to London as a ten-year-old 
and the adversity she would overcome. 

The 67-year-old first earned her claim to 
fame by starring in major musicals, including 
Jesus Christ Superstar and Black Mikado. 

But it was in the 1970s when Baroness Ben¬ 
jamin become a household name, where she is 
best known for presenting children’s televi¬ 
sion shows Play School and Play Away. 

A prominent children’s rights campaigner, 
she lobbied the government to introduce a 
minister for children and also set up Touching 
Success - an organisation aimed at inspiring 
youngsters from disadvantaged backgrounds 
to achieve success in their lives. 

Becoming a chancellor at the University of 
Exeter in 2006, the presenter and actress is 
known for hugging students at graduation, 
rather offering the traditional handshake. 

After ten years as a chancellor, she carried 
out her last graduation ceremony in Decem¬ 
ber. 
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HONOURED: The statue of Baroness Benjamin was unveiled at the University of Exeter this week, where she served as chancellor for 10 years. 


WARMTH: The sculpture includes 
her hands to represent the warm 
handshake she offers graduates. 


Mr Shepherd explains: “The uni¬ 
versity got in touch with me and I was 
personally commissioned by Floella 
for the work. 

“All of the other artists had said 
how they were going to sculpt Floella, 
but I said I would shape the sculpture 
as her personality imposed on me. 

“Floella often hugs her students 
when they graduate and gives them a 
big hand shake. 

“Hands are a big part of my por¬ 
traits and think Floella really liked 
that.” 


Work on the sculpture began in the 
summer of 2016, when the first sit¬ 
ting took place in Baroness Ben¬ 
jamin’s south London residence. 

In total, 10 individual sittings - 
each taking around 90 minutes - 
took place over a period of four 
months to produce the clay sculpture, 
which weighed 60kg. 

The final sculpture was then fin¬ 
ished in Mr Shepherd’s studio in 
south Devon. 

“She was very charismatic, pos¬ 
sessed such strong feeling and had 


real integrity,” he said. 

“It was interesting because 
throughout the process she recog¬ 
nised her father coming through, her 
brother and then her. 

“As well as being an ambassador 
for children’s rights, she puts her 
heart and soul into bringing human 
qualities back to our lives and re¬ 
minds us what is truly valuable. 

“She cares deeply about encourag¬ 
ing all to have consideration for oth¬ 
ers, contentment in themselves and 
confidence to believe that anything is 


possible. 

“There should be a sculpture of her 
in Beckenham to stand as a monu¬ 
ment to the community building 
qualities she carries.” 

Speaking after the statue was un¬ 
veiled this week, Baroness Benjamin 
said: “Who would have thought? One 
of my main and most enjoyable duties 
as chancellor was attending gradua¬ 
tion and being able to personally 
greet each and every student. 

“It was such a joy and a privilege to 
meet so many motivated young peo¬ 


ple, and I always did my best to in¬ 
spire them to change the world.” 

The leader of Bromley Council 
Stephen Carr declined to comment on 
the prospect of having a statue of Bar¬ 
oness Benjamin in Beckenham, how¬ 
ever ward councillor Mary Cooke told 
KoS: “We are very proud of Floella’s 
achievements and we are delighted 
Beckenham is being promoted on all 
sorts of ways through her work.” 

Bosses at the Isle of Sheppey Acad¬ 
emy were also unavailable for com¬ 
ment this week. 
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World Cup hero to donate brain 

George Cohen, who played right-back for England in 1966, managed Tonbridge Angels and now lives 
in Tunbridge Wells, made a pledge this week to help aid research into dementia in ex-footballers 



LEGEND: George Cohen is willing to donate his brain to science. 


K ent-based world Cup 
winner George Cohen is 
willing to donate his 
brain to science to aid re¬ 
search into dementia in 
ex-footballers. 

A study published on Wednesday 
found that footballers who repeated¬ 
ly head the ball can end up suffering 
from dementia. 

Cohen, who played right-back 
when England won the World Cup at 
Wembley in 1966, and former Man¬ 
chester United midfielder Pat Cre- 
rand have both agreed to have their 
brains examined after death to aid 
further research. 

Speaking in the Daily Mirror, Co¬ 
hen, who lives in Tunbridge Wells 
and previously managed Tonbridge 
Angels, said: “Whatever will help, I 
mean why not? It’s no use to me any¬ 
more at that stage. 

“I suppose it’s all down to the rela¬ 
tives - my wife Daphne says she 
wouldn’t mind, and I certainly 
wouldn’t mind. 

“I wouldn’t be aware of it so I don’t 
see a reason for me to not want to, as 
long as my relatives are okay with it. 

“It might not be as easy as that for 
some people and for some relatives, 
because it’s not an easy time when 
you lose someone. 

“If they’ve found there is a link to 


the illness then someone donating 
their brain is a good thing if it can 
help. I’m sure others would be happy 
to do it too.” 

On Wednesday Dawn Astle, 
daughter of former England and 
West Brom striker Jeff Astle, who 
died of a degenerative brain disease 
in 2002 aged 59, said a lack of action 
from football authorities was “inde¬ 
fensible and disgraceful.” 

Her response came after a small 
study in a group of retired footballers 
revealed blows to the head as a po¬ 
tential cause of dementia. 

The brains of six of the 14 retired 
players involved in the research - 
none of whom have been identified - 
underwent post-mortem examina¬ 
tions and four were found to have 
chronic traumatic encephalopathy 
(CTE) pathology, while all six had 
signs of Alzheimer’s disease. 

CTE can cause dementia and, like 
Alzheimer’s, is characterised by a 
build-up of abnormal tau protein in 
the brain. 

The rate of CTE detected in the 
footballers’ brains was greater than 
the 12 per cent average found in a 
previous study which looked at 268 
brains from the general population. 

And Cohen admitted he was not 
surprised that the heading of foot¬ 
balls had an adverse effect on the 


brain, as well as calling for a ban on 
under-lOs heading the ball. 

He added: “Think of those long, 
defensive headers - you put your 
neck and back into it all - but it’s the 
head that takes the punishment. 

“Over the years, god knows how 
many times you head the ball. Years 
ago these heavy balls were 14-to- 
16oz but with water on them they 
went up 25 per cent in weight. 

“If you’re standing in a wall and 
you take that on the side of the head, 
you feel it immensely - it’s not nice. It 
doesn’t surprise me that over the 
years people are taking this issue 
more and more seriously. 

“There’s going to have to be some¬ 
thing done with youngsters heading 
the ball. 

“They are still just kids, usually 
under 10, when they start going to 
football schools and clubs, and they 
stand maybe two-to-three feet from 
each other heading the ball. 

“At that early stage of development 
it might be a good idea not to have 
the ball headed, particularly the full- 
sized balls. 

“I think under a certain age it 
would be a good idea to not to do it. It 
should be something that’s agreed 
by medics, and I would agree with 
that. 

“But it’s a very worrying situation 


at the moment because you cannot 
play football without heading the 
ball.” 

Crerand, who was part of United’s 
European Cup winning side in 1968, 
added: “How do you improve a situa¬ 


tion like this? You’re never going to 
know how to improve it without 
more testing and research. 

“At the end of the day, if [donating 
your brain] is going to make a differ¬ 
ence - then do it.” 
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Bedroom & Kitchen door 
makeover 


25 door styles & 35 doors to choose from 


Fitted within the same day - 
start to finish! 

Bespoke to your design 

15 different handles to 
choose from 

Free home design visit 

VISIT OUR 
FACTORY 
SHOWROOM 


Huge choice of door styles and 
colours in any size 

Worktops, Appliances, Sinks and 
Taps to complete your kitchen 

Installed quickly and cleanly by 
our own local professional fitters 

Quartz overlay 25 colours now 
in stock 

Free sink and tap with all orders 
over £2500 spend ex VAT 

Free home design visit 


Call for a FREE estimate 

01795 432850 

View our work online: www.bespokekent.co.uk 

Unit C4, St. Georges Business Park, Castle Road, Sittingbourne, Kent ME 10 3TB 


BESPOKE 

ITCHENS 
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Flat Roofing Guaranteed for Life 

- Advertorial - 


Around 70% of homes in the UK 
incorporate a mineral felt flat roof. 

Mineral felt generally has a slow 
breakdown often allowing water ingress to 
cause unnecessary damage before anything 
can be visibly detected within the home. 

A failing roof & the warning signs - Look 
for signs of cracking around the roof edge, 
pipes, upstands and roof lights etc. Beware 
of blisters on the roof surface, during 


colder months they can become brittle 
and crack. Felt will attract moss and algae 
further degrading the roof surface. 
IMPORTANT: - ALL PROPERTY 
OWNERS PLEASE BE AWARE 
when a flat roof is replaced there are Part L 
Building Regulations that the homeowner 
and the contractor must comply with. 
Please call for free information 
regarding the Part L Law. The home- 
owner should also be made aware that 
insurance companies will no longer accept 



any liability for any external or internal 
damage caused by a leaking flat roof which 
is over 10 years old. 


In 1999, High-Tech Roofing first introduced 
the most advanced flat roof technology to 
the homeowner. Protan, based in Norway, 
has a pedigree in the design and manufacture 
of water - proofing materials dating back 
to 1939, and producing the first roofing 
membrane in 1971. Protan is our preferred 
PVC single-ply flat roofing system and 
will cope with all climates, millions of 
square meters are installed here and abroad 
with a proven track record stretching over 
four decades. Protan is predominantly an 
architect-specified roofing system, winning 
many awards serving the very competitive 
commercial sector. 



A High-Tech roof is dimensionally stable 
and solar reflective, the material is 
unaffected by climate change and 100% 
resistant to moss & algae growth. The 
membrane has a unique anti-slip finish 
allowing the roof to be walked on and 
is aesthetically pleasing. As it is vapour 
permeable product it will never blister 
or become brittle and crack. 
High-Tech will create a 100% storm 
resistant watertight roof, maintenance 
free and guaranteed for life never 
to leak. 


Let there be natural light 



Many of our clients are requesting 
skylights and roof lanterns to be installed 
in conjunction with our roofing system. We 
offer a huge range of style and are all made 
to measure complementing any home. 

High-Tech will carry out all structural 
works along with all external and internal 
finishing works. High-Tech can turn an 
extension or an ageing conservatory into 
a stunning thermally efficient orangery 
compliant with Building Regulation. 


The Definitive High-Tech 
Flat Roofing Solution 


Interest 
Free Credit 
Available* 


Hio 




High-Tech 

membrane roofing 



Roofing 

Guaranteed for Life 


High-Tech Roofing has now installed and guaranteed 
more than 9000 domestic projects - every roof we install 
comes complete with a LIFETIME guarantee, we give the 
homeowner absolute peace of mind. 




Less roof more sky, roof lanterns 
supplied and fitted. 


We guarantee our roofs are. 

V 100% resistant to algae & moss 

V Free of stone chipping's 

v Manufactured never to blister or crack 

V 100% maintenance free 

V Proven in all climates 


FEBRUARY OFFER: 

ZERO V.A.T 

Terms & Conditions apply. 
Please see website or call for details 


V Durable enough to be walked on 

V Designed with a unique anti-slip finish 

V Storm resistant 

>/ Installed never to leak 

V Aesthetically pleasing 








Brochure and free 
sample available on request 


www. flat roof s .net 


For a Free Quotation 

Call: 01322 517953 


*T&Cs apply. Finance subject to status. Example:- borrow £2000.00 pay £2000.00 one year later with no added charges. If required the loan 
amount of £2000.00 can be paid over a further 60 months at £38.72 per month 4.49% APR, total amount payable £2,323.20. 

Head Office: Linden House, 30 Linden Road, Benfleet, Essex SS7 4BA 
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40,000 still 
on comity’s 
waiting list 
for housing 


Town halls have played down the 
data, which this week sparked a row 
between rural campaigners and an 
MP, but will the government’s white 
paper solve Kent’s housing crisis? 


By Tom Pyman 

Tom.Pyman@archant.co.uk 


R URAL campaigners 
have hit back after an 
MP suggested they 
have contributed to a 
housing crisis which 
has left hundreds of people on Kent 
waiting lists for more than a dec¬ 
ade. 

Figures obtained by KoS 
through the Freedom of Informa¬ 
tion Act (FOI), reveal more than 
40,000 people are currently on 
waiting lists for social housing 
across the 13 borough and district 
authorities in the county. 

Town halls approached by KoS 
have played down the figures, 
which represent the total number 
of people to apply for such hous¬ 
ing, which in some areas includes 
people earning up to £50,000 a 
year. 

Those deemed a priority and ac¬ 
tually eligible to bid for the hous¬ 
ing make up a smaller fraction of 
those figures. 

Nevertheless, it paints a picture 
of demand significantly outweigh¬ 
ing supply in Kent, just a week af¬ 
ter the government admitted the 
country’s housing market was 
‘broken’, with home ownership a 
“distant dream” for young fami¬ 
lies, as it unveiled a white paper 
promising a fresh wave of new- 
builds. 

In Dover, FOI data revealed 
some 2,253 people were on the 
council’s housing register, with 
192 of those remaining on the list 
for 10 years - a proportion of over 
eight per cent, which is more than 
any other district in the county. 

Responding to the figures this 
week, a spokesperson said: “The 
council uses a ‘banding’ system to 
determine the priority that appli¬ 
cants are given for housing. 

“Of those waiting more than ten 
years, over a half (99 out of 192) 
are in the lowest two bands be¬ 
cause they have been assessed as 
being adequately housed and/or 


have no local connection. 

“Making comparisons with oth¬ 
er local housing authorities is not 
straightforward as many councils 
have a policy of not accepting this 
type of household onto their hous¬ 
ing registers. 

“It would only be possible to 
make a fair comparison with 
those councils who operate the 
same type of priority banding sys¬ 
tem and the same eligibility crite¬ 
ria. 

“The delivery of new housing 
remains a council priority and we 
continue to see a number of hous¬ 
ing developments coming forward 
across the district, many of which 
include the provision of new af¬ 
fordable homes. 

“Latest figures show that over 
25 per cent of housing comple¬ 
tions for 15/16 were affordable.” 

Conservative MP for Dover, 
Charlie Elphicke, threw his weight 
behind the Tory-controlled coun¬ 
cil, which announced last Novem¬ 
ber that the number of new homes 
being built was at a 15-year high 
in the district. 



CRITICAL: MP Charlie Elphicke 




CRISIS: While not all are deemed a priority, hundreds have been on council waiting lists for more than a decade 


He insisted the Campaign to 
Protect Rural England (CPRE), 
which won a legal battle to stop a 
large housing development on a 
beauty spot in Farthingloe last 
year, had to shoulder some of the 
blame for the county’s high wait¬ 
ing figures. 

“Social housing is really impor¬ 
tant because we need to help peo¬ 
ple to get into a new home as soon 
as we can,” he said. 

“What’s really encouraging is 
that the council has focussed on 
bringing forward more affordable 
social housing and that will help 
people on the waiting list in Dover 
and Deal to find a home that is 
suitable for their needs. 

“Everyone knows that the CPRE 
is against all development and 
their opposition presents a real 
problem in bringing forward 
homes for first time buyers and 
those waiting for social housing. 

“I am doing all I can to make 
sure we get the housing the dis¬ 
trict needs but the CPRE is fight¬ 
ing almost every development and 
that makes it so much harder.” 

However, the CPRE rubbished 
Mr Elphicke’s claims and insisted 
it was a lack of delivery from devel¬ 
opers after securing planning per¬ 


mission that was to blame for a 
housing shortage in Kent. 

The campaign’s Kent director, 
Hilary Newport, told KoS: “It’s 
simply not the case that CPRE says 
no to everything - we want devel¬ 
opment to help regenerate areas 
and minimise the urban sprawl. 

“You don’t do that by loosening 
planning constraints, you do that 
by tightening them. 

“Since 1947 we have had a 
strong and good planning system 
that has protected the British 
countryside so we escaped the 
worst of the urban sprawl. 

“But since 2004 successive gov¬ 
ernments have eroded those plan¬ 
ning controls - it’s not the lack of 
planning permission, it’s a failure 
to deliver. 

“Half a million planning per¬ 
missions have not been delivered 
and that gap is growing. 

“The problem is developers are 
not held to account and councils 
have their hands tied.” 

Ms Newport rejected sugges¬ 
tions that soaring demand would 
mean developing on green sites 
was inevitable in the near future. 

“We’ve always said there’s still a 
lot of brownfield land to go, prob¬ 
ably enough for a million homes, 
Continued on page 20 


SCENIC 

SCOTLAND £333 
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A 7 day holiday staying at our Loch 
Achray Hotel. There will be an 
excursion everyday including entrance 
into Culzean Castle in Ayr, Pitlochry, 
Edinburgh, Glenturret distillery, a 
cruise on Loch Lomond, Luss and 
Inversnaid. 


TOUR INCLUDES 


6 nights half board. Nightly entertainment. 
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and typically these are urban areas 
where there is access to services,” she 
said. 

“There is no doubt we need to build 
affordable houses but you can’t leave 
it to the open market - commercial 
developers have no incentive or desire 
to build council houses.” 

In Medway, the figures obtained by 
KoS were even more staggering, with 
a total of 21,980 on the waiting list, 
with 1,354 of those joining before 
January 1, 2007. 

When challenged, housing bosses 
at the unitary authority pointed out 
the register includes people who have 
lived in Medway for two years, earn 
less than £50,000 and own assets 
worth less than £50,000. 

On what the council describes as 
the “active housing register”, which 
includes those eligible to bid for 
homes, there were 5,829 applicants 
at the start of 2017 - 404 of which 
were classed as “exceptional priori¬ 
ty”, meaning their bids would be as¬ 
sessed before others on the register. 

A spokesperson added: “Anyone 
can apply to be on our housing regis¬ 
ter and this is in line with national 
guidance. 

“However, we assess everyone’s cir¬ 
cumstances and prioritise those with 
greater housing needs; this includes 
people who are homeless or have 
medical needs. 

“Only those who are deemed a pri¬ 
ority are eligible to bid for social hous¬ 
ing properties.” 

Regardless, leader of the opposition 
Labour party on the council, Vince 
Maple, felt the data highlighted an 
under delivery of homes in Medway 
over a number of decades. 


“Clearly I am disappointed to see 
we still have nearly 22,000 people on 
the waiting list,” he told KoS. 

“It shows Medway, like so many 
other boroughs, is in the grips of this 
housing crisis, and there are not 


enough homes being built. 

“It’s also a dramatic figure that well 
over 1,000 have been on the register 
for 10 years and that demonstrates 
that this is not something that has 
happened overnight, it’s the result of 


30 to 40 years of under delivering 
housing. 

“It’s right and appropriate to recog¬ 
nise that while successive govern¬ 
ments [both Labour and Conserva¬ 
tive] have not built enough, Labour 


focussed on ensuring the housing 
was brought up to a decent stand¬ 
ard.” 

The authority is working to mini¬ 
mise that shortage, however, as hous¬ 
ing minister Gavin Barwell this week 
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SCENIC: Farthingloe, in Dover. 


WAITING LIST FIGURES IN KENT AND MEDWAY AS OF JANUARY 



paid a visit to Centenary Gardens in 
Gillingham - one of the largest coun¬ 
cil-built energy efficient bungalow 
sites in the UK. 

“Medway is leading the way in ef¬ 
forts to fix our broken housing mar¬ 
ket and making sure that this is a 
country that works for everyone,” Mr 
Barwell said on Thursday. 

Medway Council is also currently 
consulting on its local plan - a frame¬ 
work used to shape development in 
the area until 2035 - in which regen¬ 
eration chiefs intend to grow Med¬ 
way’s population from 276,492 to 
330,200 over the next two decades. 

That would would require another 
30,000 new homes - 25 per cent of 
which would be affordable housing, 


bosses say. 

With more than half of the 40,000 
people on registers in Kent being in 
Medway, the waiting figures in the 
west of the county tend to be more 
modest, with 897 on Tonbridge’s reg¬ 
ister at the start of the year and 755 
waiting in Sevenoaks. 

In Canterbury, some 2,744 appli¬ 
cants were on the council’s waiting 
list in January, with 43 remaining on 
the register for a decade. 

The housing crisis in Canterbury 
was surely exacerbated last year 
when the council was outbid for 
homes at the former Howe Barracks 
in the city by the London Borough of 
Redbridge - some 60 miles away. 

A spokesperson for the local au¬ 


AREA 

TOTAL NUMBER ON REGISTER 

NUMBER WAITING FOR 10 YEARS 

Ashford 

1,497 

5 

Canterbury 

2,744 

43 

Dartford 

1,054 

2 

Dover 

2,253 

192 

Gravesham 

3,491 

65 

Maidstone 

619 

3 

Medway 

21,980 

1,354 

Sevenoaks 

755 

0 

Shepway 

1,477 

53 

Swale 

1,185 

2 

Thanet 

2,047 

0 

Tonbridge & Mailing 

897 

0 

Tunbridge Wells 

964 

11 

TOTAL 

40,963 

1,730 


thority said: “As with other areas, we 
find that people apply to join the 
Housing Needs register for many rea¬ 
sons including wanting to downsize, 
being overcrowded, seeking inde¬ 
pendent accommodation and looking 
to relocate for work. 

“Canterbury City Council operates 
a policy of choice based lettings which 
allows applicants to choose where 
they want to live and the type of prop¬ 
erty they wish to be considered for. 

“This can mean that if an applicant 
wishes to move to a specific location, 
or wants a particular type of proper¬ 
ty, they will wait longer to secure an 
offer of accommodation. 

“Since April 2016 we have allocat¬ 
ed 285 properties. However, some ap¬ 
plicants do resolve their housing situ¬ 
ation sooner than we are able to and 
as such we also provide information 
about alternative options to appli¬ 
cants such as Help To Buy and secur¬ 
ing private rented accommodation.” 

As well as a lengthy waiting list for 


social housing, homelessness is a big 
problem in the city, as Canterbury re¬ 
cently ranked eighth for the highest 
number of rough sleepers per 1,000 
households in England. 

Terry Gore is the general manager 
of the Canterbury-based homeless 
charity, Catching Lives, and said se¬ 
curing private accommodation was 
not proving any easier for people in 
the city. 

He told KoS: “People are not neces¬ 
sarily becoming homeless at a faster 
rate but it’s getting harder and harder 
to get people off the streets once they 
get there because the waiting lists for 
all sorts of housing are getting longer 
and longer and it’s just going to get 
worse. 

“Particularly in Canterbury it’s 
very, very difficult to find suitable pri¬ 
vate rented accomodation in this 
area because of the costs. 

“Finding properly affordable hous¬ 
ing is essential, not just for those who 
are homeless or on benefits, but for so 


many people on low wages, so they 
don’t have to go without food or miss 
a bill.” 

There have been calls for councils 
to access funding to build homes, 
with officials suggesting that the gov¬ 
ernment doesn’t understand the 
housing needs of local authorities 
based on a national formula better 
than the town halls themselves. 

In the government’s white paper, 
however, housing chiefs said: “We’re 
giving councils and developers the 
tools they need to build more swiftly, 
and we expect them to use them. 

“Local authorities should not put 
up with applicants who secure plan¬ 
ning permission but don’t use it. 

“And they will have nowhere to 
hide from this government if they fail 
to plan and deliver the homes this 
country needs.” 

■ What do you think? Send your 
views on the county’s housing 
crisis to editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk 
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Celebrating how Biggin Hill 
formed first line of defence 

A 100-year-old pilot took to the skies as ^ 

the airport marked a century of service ' ” JHK,: ■WJBI 



HERITAGE: Above, Churchill visits. Photo: Bromley Historic Collection. 
Ray Roberts (right) took to the sky on Monday. Photo: Keith Larby 


By Simon Allin 

simon.aUin@archant.co.uk 


I N the dark days of the Second 
World War, when German 
bombs rained down on London 
and the south east, Bromley’s 
Biggin Hill airport formed part 
of the first line of defence against the 
Luftwaffe. 

The airfield was one of the com¬ 
manding bases during the Battle of 
Britain, and the squadrons of Spitfires 
and Hurricanes that flew from the 
base are thought to have destroyed 
1,400 enemy aircraft. 

Now a commercial venture, the 
historic airfield began its centenary 
celebrations on Monday with a spe¬ 
cial flight for 100-year-old VIPs who 
contributed to the war effort. 

The airport’s history began in 1916 
when it was requisitioned by the War 
Office and a military camp was estab¬ 
lished to undertake experiments in 
wireless communications. 

On February 13, 1917, the Royal 
Flying Corps transferred to Biggin 
Hill from their long-time headquar¬ 


ters at Joyce Green, Dartford, and it 
became part of the London Air De¬ 
fence Area, protecting the capital 
from attacks by Zeppelins and Gotha 
Bombers. 

The custodian of St George’s RAF 
Chapel of Remembrance on Main 
Road told KoS: “The site was chosen 
due to its elevation. At Joyce Green, 
they had a lot of trouble because of 
the mist off the Thames. 

“Biggin Hill is 600ft above sea lev¬ 
el. It was known as ‘Biggin on the 
Bump’. 

“We had the first biplanes. The first 
squadron was 141 squadron in 1918, 
which defended London from the first 
German bombers in the First World 
War. 

“It started life as a wireless experi¬ 
mentation establishment, developing 
air-to-air and ground-to-air commu¬ 
nications, and then we had the early 
development of listening devices be¬ 
fore radar was established. 

“It was involved in developing tech¬ 
nology to capture the incoming 
sounds of aircraft - some of which 
was used during the Second World 
War.” 


It was during the Second World 
War that the airport played its most 
important role, acting as a base for 
several squadrons of Spitfires and 
Hurricanes. 

Before the war, many people feared 
cities would be indefensible against 
bombers - epitomised in Stanley Bald¬ 
win’s statement “the bomber will al¬ 
ways get through” - but Biggin Hill’s 
pilots helped prove them wrong. 

“It was a vital part of London’s de¬ 
fence,” the custodian continued. “It 
was the main airfield in the south 
east. If you look at the map and the 
position it is in, it was one of the main 
airfields defending London during 


the Blitz.” 

The airport’s prominence came at a 
cost - German aircraft attacked it 12 
times between August 1940 and Jan¬ 
uary 1941, destroying buildings and 
killing 39 people on the ground. 

“It was bombed quite a few times 
during the Second World War as they 
tried to knock out Biggin Hill as well 
as Croydon and Henley. Quite a few 
were killed on the ground as well as 
the pilots. 

“The pilots and officers were billet¬ 
ed out. If they all lived in the mess and 
it was hit by a bomb it would have 
killed a lot of people, so they were 
spread about the area. 


“They lived in big houses. They 
would requisition a house - it could 
be a stately home type of place - just 
so they were safe. If a house was hit, 
three or four pilots would be killed.” 

After the war ended, Biggin Hill be¬ 
came a base for both regular and re¬ 
serve fighter squadrons flying Spit¬ 
fires, Meteors and Hunters, and 
served as an officer selection centre 
for the RAF. 

When Croydon Airport was finally 
closed in 1959, RAF Biggin Hill began 
to accept civilian flights alongside its 
role as a rapid reaction station. 

RAF operations ceased in 1974, 
and since then the airport has gradu- 
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ally grown to become an internation¬ 
al gateway to Greater London and the 
City for business, corporate and gen¬ 
eral aviation. 

The three VIPs who took off from 
the airport on Monday provide a liv¬ 
ing link to the airport’s illustrious 
past. 

Among them was Ray Roberts, 
from Margate - a 100-year-old former 
RAF pilot who took to the skies in a 
Spitfire. 

He used a walking aid on the run¬ 
way to take his place in the twin-seat 
aircraft, while fellow centenarians 
Lily Osborne and Trudy Baxter flew 
in a Learjet 75. 


Mr Roberts, who was flown by Cap¬ 
tain Peter Kynsey, joined the RAF in 
1940 and trained as a pilot before be¬ 
ing injured that year when his para¬ 
chute failed to fully open after he 
bailed out of a Spitfire. 

He became a proud member of the 
Caterpillar Club, a group of people 
who had bailed out of a stricken air¬ 
craft and survived to tell the tale. His 
injuries forced him to quit as a fighter 
pilot. 

And in 1941 he joined the Air 
Transport Auxiliary (ATA) and spent 
the rest of the Second World War de¬ 
livering aircraft to service units di¬ 
rect from the factory. 



VITAL: Biggin Hill airport provided 
crucial protection from the Luftwaffe 

As the Spitfire roared in the skies 
above Kent and London, Mr Roberts’ 
daughter, Lyndi Roberts, said: “He is 
just amazed to be given the opportu¬ 
nity. He has been going through his 
old logbooks. 

“Since he found out he was going to 
be flown in a Spitfire, he kept saying 
he cannot wait to get up and see the 
Earth, looking down. He said it takes 
him back.” 

The airport’s community engage¬ 
ment manager Colin Hitchins said 
the link to the past would always be 
there, but the airport is also looking 
towards the future. 

“The significant part now is the 



number of jobs that are being created 
locally,” he added. 

“It is the second biggest employer in 
the borough, and with Bombardier 
moving in that is 300-plus jobs being 



created. 

“There is a big legacy here. There 
are plans for a college on the site for 
future engineers, and the plans are 
going very well.” 
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The mirrors 
protecting 
our coastline 
before radar 


Adele Couchman explains how Kent’s 
concrete sound mirrors used to help 
spot movement in the English Channel 


N the days before radar, boffins 
first experimented with an 
acoustic warning system to de¬ 
tect enemy aircraft. 

A century later, acoustic mir¬ 
rors - also known as ‘listening ears’ - 
still stand as iconic monuments along 
the Kent coast. 

Built between the two world wars, 
the massive concrete sound mirrors 
collected and magnified sound waves 
in the air over the English Channel. 

But with the development of faster 
aircraft the sound mirrors became 
less useful - and finally the invention 
of radar in 1935 rendered the mirrors 
obsolete. 

Sixteen were built along the south 
and northeast coasts of England, and 
while some have perished, the re¬ 
maining monuments of a dead-end 
technology still continue to fascinate 
crowds around the county. 

Today, the vast, concrete remnants 
of a failed period of British science and 
engineering exist in four different lo¬ 
cations around Kent, including Folke¬ 
stone, Hythe, Denge and Dover. 

Joss Gap in Broadstairs had two 
sound mirrors, whilst the mirror at 
Warden Point on the Isle of Sheppey is 


slowly being washed away on the 
beach after falling from the top of the 
cliffs. 

One of mirrors in good condition is 
a historic First World War sound mir¬ 
ror located in Fan Bay - just a mile off 
the White Cliffs of Dover. 

Dating back to 1917, the relic is the 
earliest known operational sound 
mirror to have survived anywhere in 
the UK. 

Along with a second mirror dating 
back from 1920 to 1929, the pair were 
rediscovered back in 2014 after the 
mirrors were buried by the council in 
the 1970s as part of a campaign to 
clear up the local area. 

After more than 40 years of being 
abandoned, now the 15 and 20 feet 
high concrete lined structures are 
part of tour exploring Fan Bay Deep 
Shelter - a labyrinth of tunnels built 
beneath the white cliffs of Dover dur¬ 
ing the Second World War. 

After the National Trust reopened 
the deep shelter and sound mirrors, 
officials say they have taken thou¬ 
sands on the historic tour since it 
opened to the public. 

Jon Barker, from the National 
Trust, said: “The mirrors are huge 




PROTECTION: National Trust rediscovered two structures in Dover 




HISTORIC: Denge sound mirrors 
were vandalised after The Prodigy’s 
music video. Picture: Owen Leyshon 

concrete structures that look just like 
satellite dishes. 

“With one dating back to 1917 and 
the other a slightly later protocol, the 
sound mirrors are still in good condi¬ 
tion and along with the tunnels are 
an important part of UK conflict ar¬ 
chaeology. 

“Since we opened in 2015, 13,000 
people have come to see them.” 

Perhaps the most famous of the 
sound mirrors across the UK are lo¬ 
cated at Denge, near Dungeness. 

Built in the 1920s with three differ¬ 
ent reflectors - including a 200 foot 
long curved wall, a 30 foot tall para¬ 
bolic dish, and a 20 foot tall shallow 
dish - the set-up at Denge was best 
known for the early experimental 
acoustic sound mirrors. 

Before the land - known as Lade Pits 
- was taken over by the RSPB in 2015, 
Owen Leyshon of the Romney Marsh 
Countryside Project had been taking 
members of the public around the se¬ 
cluded site for 19 years. Situated in 
the middle of a disused gravel pit, the 
Denge sound mirrors were erected in 
quiet, remote coastal places where the 
enemy could be heard. 

As Mr Leyshon explains, the failed 
monuments still attract much atten¬ 
tion from the public, artists and film 
companies. 

“We used to get all sorts of people 
turning up, from Vogue fashion 
shoots, historical groups, acoustic re¬ 
searchers to The One Show. 

“At first we did guided walks, where 
200 to 400 people would turn up at a 
time. On our last open day we attract¬ 
ed about 1000 people”, he said. 

“They are very fantastic structures 
all on one site and a cover a huge 
chunk of our history between the two 
world wars and a time when we were 
redeveloping radar. 


“They were very important at the 
time, and were going to be built all the 
way up the coast around London to 
defend the city from any enemy at¬ 
tack. 

“Then they were overtook by radar, 
which showed to be more efficient 
than conventional dishes. 

“The structure was built with a 
wall and two mirrors to be more 
sound efficient, and the only other 
place in the world that has that set up 
is in Malta. 

“People tend to be interested in Brit¬ 
ish history, particularly military his¬ 
tory. And at Denge, the complete de¬ 
sign is all on one island in one place.” 

After suffering from vandalism, the 
early warning sound mirrors are pro¬ 
tected from human contact. 

To get to the island they stand on, 
the abandoned concrete structures 
are protected by a padlocked swing 
bridge - part of a £500,00 project un¬ 
dertaken by English Heritage in 
2003. 

Yet despite being on a moat and 
only being accessible on supervised 
open days, in recent years the pre- 
Second World War structures have 


continued to attract much unwanted 
attention. 

“Back in 2009 The Prodigy filmed 
their Invaders Must Die music video at 
Denge,” Mr Leyshon recalls. 

“There was a massive logo spray 
painted onto one of the mirrors, and 
even though it was removable paint 
used for the video, a week after it was 
released one of the mirrors was van¬ 
dalised. 

“The following bank holiday Mon¬ 
day someone had swam onto the is¬ 
land and had sprayed onto the 30 foot 
mirror, which is still there today. 

“Kids used to have raves and parties 
there all the time before the island 
was built.” 

Above the town of Hythe are two 
sound mirrors just 10 minutes away 
from the canal. 

A 20 foot mirror was added first, 
and then a 30 foot structure added 
nearby in the 1930s - although the 
smaller mirror has since fallen down 
and the other remains vandalised. 

The Abbot’s Cliff mirror is located 
between Folkestone and Dover and 
exists in good condition after being 
built in 1928. 
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AMBITION: Business leaders in Kent and the south east have written to Lord Heseltine (left) urging him to back ambitious plans for the Thames Estuary, including at Margate’s Turner gallery. 

Turner Contemporary at heart 
of creative Thames Estuary plan 


By Tom Pyman 

Tom.Pyman@archant.co.uk 


A CUTTING-EDGE visual 
arts training academy 
could be launched at 
Margate’s Turner Con¬ 
temporary, it has 

emerged. 

Bosses at the art gallery have is¬ 
sued a rallying call to Lord Michael 
Heseltine to back plans for a world- 
class creative industries district in 
the Thames Estuary, which would 
include further development at the 
Thanet landmark. 

Backed by the Mayor of London, 
Sadiq Khan, and the South East Lo¬ 
cal Enterprise Partnership (SELEP), 
which works to drive economic 
growth in Kent and Medway, gallery 
chiefs have urged the head of the 
Thames Estuary 2050 Growth Com¬ 
mission to offer his support in shap¬ 
ing a masterplan for the region. 

The creative industries are the 
UK’s biggest growth sector, with 1.3 
million people working in the crea¬ 
tive economy across London and 
south east, while the UK Commission 
for Employment and Skills predicts 
1.2 million new workers are needed 
in the sector over the next decade. 

However, rising land values, rents, 
business rates, the lack of large scale, 
cutting-edge production space and 
artists’ studios and a skills shortage 
threaten the sector’s future growth 
and competitiveness. 

The letter to Lord Heseltine out¬ 
lined a future where the Thames Es¬ 


tuary becomes an internationally- 
renowned centre for major creative 
production facilities for building, in¬ 
novating and testing new ideas - 
supporting growth, championing a 
low carbon economy, providing job 
opportunities and investing in a 
skilled workforce. 

Creative industries are much less 
likely to be impacted by automation 
than other sectors and so represent a 
prime investment opportunity in the 
region, bosses said. 

The economic chiefs welcomed the 
inclusion of the creative industries in 
the government’s industrial Strategy 
Green Paper last month, but it is rec¬ 
ognised that this creative district 
“will require committed support 
from central and local government” 
and will need “investment in infra¬ 
structure that catalyses the market”. 

They have, therefore, urged Lord 
Heseltine to “capitalise on the value 
and importance of the creative in¬ 
dustries to the UK”, as the country 
leaves the European Union. 

It is hoped that the commission 
will consider recommending invest¬ 
ment in the next stage of the feasibil¬ 
ity for this bold and ambitious vision, 
which will be launched later this 
year - resulting in a masterplan for 
the whole region, looking ahead to 
the year 2050. 

The vision adds up to one of the 
largest investments in industrial in¬ 
frastructure since Canary Wharf 
was built in the 1980s, bosses claim. 

Christian Brodie, chairman of SE¬ 
LEP, said: “The creative industries 
are one of the south east’s biggest 


success stories. 

“As the UK competes on the world 
stage, we must harness the innova¬ 
tion and entrepreneurial spirit of the 
creative sector - enabling its growth 
and extending its global reach. 

“To realise the vision we have set 
out, we must recognise the unique 
needs of the creative sector in the 
policies we shape and the invest¬ 
ments we make. 

“The south east LEP is looking to 
build upon the connectivity with 
London, building a unique, self-sus¬ 
taining, infrastructure to support 
creative businesses in a way that has 
not been seen before.” 

Sir John Sorrell, chair of Creative 
Industries Federation, added: “The 
Thames Estuary offers an exciting 
opportunity to ensure that the crea¬ 
tive industries remain the fastest 
growing part of the UK’s economy. 

“Backing creative districts 
through wise investment and im¬ 
provements to infrastructure will be 
fundamental to securing the produc¬ 
tive workforce the UK needs. 

“And this scheme offers communi¬ 
ties in this area a chance to share in 
the prosperity the creative sector 
generates.” 

The Turner Contemporary has 
been widely recognised as a huge 
success since it opened in 2011, wel¬ 
coming more than two-and-a-half 
million visitors through the doors. 

Bosses also revealed north of 
100,000 people visited its most re¬ 
cent exhibition - the highest record¬ 
ed since the gallery was first 
launched. 


While plans for a training acade¬ 
my are currently at an embryonic 
stage, it is understood they could be¬ 
gin to accelerate if Lord Heseltine sig¬ 
nals his approval. 

CEO Victoria Pomery said: “Turn¬ 
er Contemporary’s world-class pro¬ 
gramme has driven the growth of a 
creative cluster and led the regenera¬ 
tion of Margate. 

“The investment so far has yielded 
significant economic and social im¬ 
pact, exceeding all expectations. 

“Going forward, our ambitious 
plans will build on Margate’s creative 
and natural assets and further de¬ 
velop a thriving ecosystem of artists, 
creatives and entrepreneurs, provid¬ 
ing exciting opportunities for future 
generations.” 

A SELEP spokesperson told KoS: 
“We are in the very early stages of de¬ 
veloping a number of ambitious new 
schemes, including one building on 
the success of Turner Contemporary 
in Margate. 

“The proposed concepts submitted 
this week are the start - a calling 
card to the Thames Estuary Commis¬ 
sion. 

“They will be followed by master 
planning and feasibility studies for 
the whole area that will look at exist¬ 
ing projects and new ideas and which 
will identify where there is existing 
infrastructure on the doorstep of the 
Thames Estuary area that needs to 
be considered as part of the strategic 
plans.” 

Sarah Dance, project director, Cul¬ 
ture Kent, added: “Over the last ten 
years, the south east has witnessed 


significant change in the cultural 
sector, driving growth, innovation 
and the visitor economy. 

“As a result, the region boasts a 
rich and vibrant creative scene with 
an imaginative approach to place 
making. 

“Continued investment in the 
south east’s creative and cultural 
sector is required and makes busi¬ 
ness sense for the UK economy.” 

This appears to be the mayor’s lat¬ 
est bid to spread his influence beyond 
the centre of London and into Kent 
and the other home counties. 

Dover MP Charlie Elphicke ac¬ 
cused Mr Khan last month of taking 
a “Hunger Games approach” to rail 
services, after the former Labour MP 
for Tooting set out proposals to take 
over the running of suburban routes 
in north Kent - plans, incidentally, 
supported by the Conservative-con¬ 
trolled Kent County Council. 

However, transport secretary 
Chris Grayling has repeatedly said he 
would not allow TfL to take over 
Southeastern services. 

Speaking this week, Mr Khan said 
he wanted to “transform the Thames 
Estuary into a world-class centre for 
creative production - leading global 
innovation, developing the talent of 
the future and cultivating world¬ 
changing ideas”. 

Additional proposed developments 
in Mr Khan and Mr Brodie’s letter in¬ 
cluded a new industrial research 
laboratory for prototyping, skills de¬ 
velopment and production in Kent 
and a national theatre-making stu¬ 
dios complex in Bexley. 
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FITTED BEDROOMS, SLIDING WARDROBES 
& HOME OFFICE FURNITURE BY 


LIS DESIGNS 

The Right Choice For Quality Fitted Furniture 



“See Your Bedroom Furniture Being Tailor Made To Your Own Specifications In Our Factory.” 

• Full Design, Planning & Installation Service 

• Huge Range Of Designs & Finishes 

• Metal Drawer Boxes Available As Standard 

• Full Carcass Construction 

• 10 Year Guarantee On All Our Products 

Made-To-Measure Sliding Wardrobes 
WE make them. WE fit them. YOU save money. 

Tel: 020 8303 1010 


LJS PRICE PROMISE 

Show LJS a genuine quote from: 

• Rhino • Spacemaker • Sharps • Hammonds 
• Sliderobes and we promise that our price 
and quality will beat them all! 


SHOWROOM AT: 54, Welling High Street, DAI 6 1TQ Located by Tesco's 
FACTORY AT: Unit D 6 Springhead Industrial Park Northfleet DAI 1 8HH | Tel: 01474 703070 

sales@ljsdesigns.co.uk | www.ljsdesigns.co.uk 


OPEN Monday 10.30am-3pm Tuesday-Saturday 10.30am-5pm Closed Sundays. 
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IS ANYBODY 
THERE? 





Unless psychic Sandra’s on the payroll, 
seeking out the right customers can 
be hit and miss. 



GoTarget from Archant is the intelligent digital 
marketing solution that takes your message to 
the right audience, wherever they go online. 

People with an interest in your products and 
services - and the intent to purchase. 


Boosting your print campaign and increasing 
your return on investment. 

GoTarget Display: 

More focus. Less hocus-pocus. 


< oTarget 

Display 


Find out more at gotarget.co.uk 
Better targeting means better business 


Call us today on 0345 225 0888 


ARCHANT 
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CONTROVERSY: The future of the former Manston airport site continues to be a talking point in Thanet. Picture: IAN POLLEN 

‘Campaigners want to run me 
over in a car or see me hanged’ 

Thanet District Council’s Ukip leader Chris Wells has repeatedly been at the heart of the debate over 
the future of the former Manston airport site. Here he dissects the latest developments in the saga 


HERE are some things all 
involved in the debate on 
Manston Airport can gen¬ 
erally agree. 

Firstly, in the context of 
tortured debate at government level 
about the Heathrow or Gatwick run¬ 
way expansion, involving £15-20 bil¬ 
lion of expenditure, and perhaps 15 
years of struggle with intense local 
community opposition, having a run¬ 
way available less than 100 miles 
away with good actual and potential 
transport links is surely, at the very 
least, an excellent interim solution. 

And with a bit of creative thinking, 
perhaps a permanent one. Certainly 
potentially a more cost effective one. 

Secondly, ranged against that are 
the vested interests of those who see 
themselves as the aviation elite, run¬ 
ning flagship international airports, 
hugely frustrated by government in¬ 
decision, inertia, and lack of serious 
will to make a decision. 

Thirdly, that the 800 or so acres 
that constitute Manston Airport at 
the centre of our island have never de¬ 
livered the quality or quantity of jobs, 
and thus wealth creation, they should. 

We may debate the reasons why, but 
it remains fact. 

Fourthly, the history of Thanet 
Council’s recent years under both La¬ 
bour and Conservative control is lit¬ 
tered with poorly handled regenera¬ 
tion and inward investment projects. 

This is the real context faced by the 


current Ukip administration for Than¬ 
et Council, and leads one to some in¬ 
evitable conclusions. 

One: whatever happens on this site, 
jobs and wealth creation must prova- 
bly be at the heart of the project. 

And, generally, that means if it is to 
be an airport, then a little research 
will tell you passengers beat freight. 

Passengers use more services, pro¬ 
ducing better numbers of shift jobs, 
and wider ranges of work opportuni¬ 
ties. 

If that is not so, the proponents of 
freight hub must provide evidence to 
the contrary. 

Two: regional airports across the 
UK - and wider - can and do add jobs 
and wealth to the local economy with 
the right mix of services. 

But it requires considerable invest¬ 
ment, and in Manston’s case many 
millions for refurbished terminals and 
equipment up front. 

Three: that Labour and Conserva¬ 
tive history at the council does get in 
the way. 

Labour’s 2014 ‘toxic and dysfunc¬ 
tional council’ has been replaced by 
UKIP’s ‘palpable improvement’ and 
‘respected political leadership’, but no 
one would be surprised if due diligence 
is undertaken with real care and prop¬ 
er caution for any potential partner¬ 
ship; especially by those who have had 
to settle the reckless bills left by others. 

Four: and yet it is this administra¬ 
tion that puts resident interests before 


party advantage; having the courage 
and leadership to pursue a merged 
council across east Kent. 

And is welcomed as a venture part¬ 
ner by those around us, something 
else rarely seen in the recent past. 

Five: having seen the campaigners 
favoured candidate miserably fail, 
twice, to meet reasonable criteria for 
indemnity partnership on basic busi¬ 
ness principles, has had the courage 
and belief to keep talking to, and look¬ 
ing for, alternative business investors 
for aviation. 

Which has led directly to the recent 
news of Disruptive Capital’s an¬ 
nouncement. 

An administration which has also 
had the courage to objectively follow 
the evidence base of local plan proc¬ 
esses, represented in practice by the 
(Tory) government’s infamous growth 
agenda. 

A plan previously delayed by both 
Conservative and Labour councils 
since 2011. 

That local plan process is causing 
agony across the south east and be¬ 
yond. 

It is a process akin to playing on a 
government programmed one arm 
bandit, which responds, whenever in¬ 
terrogated ‘build more houses’. 

With a penalty of little or no defence 
for any site if you allow yourselves to 
sit without an up to date local plan. 

Is a Development Consent Order the 
answer? Given the front end loading of 


a DCO, it is not even yet a question, let 
alone an answer or a certainty. 

One Thanet MP claims a war chest 
of £300m is available: of a set of legal 
documents that are costing £4m; of 
aircraft flying out of Manston within 
12 months - though to be fair that’s 
the third year in a row he has made 
that prediction, an irony seemingly 
lost on some campaigners. 

All of this said to come from a source 
who could not provide a letter of credit 
for £20m in 2015, and whose alterna¬ 
tive reasonable proof of funds had all 
identifying details redacted from 
them. 

Plus, not so many miles away in our 
own county of Kent, the granting of 
national infrastructure project status 
has not led automatically or swiftly to 
a DCO application, three years and 
many millions of pounds later. 

It would seem to have blighted rath¬ 
er than improved the area of its inter¬ 
est. 

This is something residents of Ram¬ 
sgate know all too much about follow¬ 
ing the Labour administration’s disas¬ 
trous sale of their seafront. 

The alternative, legal owners with a 
public track record of successful re¬ 
generation, and available funds fol¬ 
lowing their sale of Discovery Park, is 
commonly derided by campaigners, in 
spite of its promise of a heritage airfield 
to acknowledge the history and hero¬ 
ism that seeps across the site. 

Is Disruptive Capital’s interest a de¬ 


fining moment in this long running 
saga? A few weeks and we will all 
know. 

One thing is certain, the debate on 
this issue has been anything but cool 
and calm, which is, in itself, an ongo¬ 
ing problem. 

If you stand on a street corner in 
Thanet and shout through a mega¬ 
phone ‘planes back to Manston’ you 
will likely be cheered and applauded. 

It has taken the best part of a thou¬ 
sand words to lay out an honest at¬ 
tempt at dispassionate analysis, which 
many will begin but not read till the 
end. 

Rationality versus emotion? In the 
post referendum world it’s a popular 
debate, in this case one whose final de¬ 
cision will shape the future of Thanet 
for many years to come. 

In the likely language of this debate, 
I suspect I will now be subject to con¬ 
siderable flak. 

Some campaigners call for resigna¬ 
tion, others assert they want to run 
me over in a car, or see me hanged, for 
not following their demands. 

I would simply ask any reader scru¬ 
tinise the coming responses for fact 
not emotion, which is the least our 
residents should expect. 

Perhaps I could finish in the chal¬ 
lenging words crafted by renowned 
economist John Maynard Keynes: 
“When my information changes, I al¬ 
ter my conclusions. What do you do, 
sir?” 
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the wedding show 


the perfect show for planning 
your perfect day... 


ASCOT RACECOURSE 

11-12 MARCH 2017, 10am-4pm 


Spectacular choreographed fashion shows 
Live entertainment performances • Wedding dresses • Florists 
Jewellery • Bridesmaids’ dresses • Ft air and beauty • Groomswear 
Photographers • Cars • Venues • Cake decorations • Champagne bar 


Tickets £5 in advance 

www.theweddinsshow.co.uk 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


Former Drifter Michael Williams shares his experiences with infamous band... 


L AST year was the finale for 
The Drifters after six dec¬ 
ades of tours, shows, and 
fans. But from the band’s 
end, comes their history, 
and a show titled Stand By Me, which 
is told through anecdotes of former 
band members on screen. 

Stand by Me is the phenomenal 
musical history of a group that 
helped to define Atlantic Records, 
inspired early rock and roll and was 
a forerunner to both the black mu¬ 
sic movement in 1950s America 
and even early Motown, and is 
making its way to Tunbridge Wells. 

Michael Williams, was a long¬ 
standing member of the band hav¬ 
ing performed for 12 years. 

He was originally scouted by 
Tina Tredwell, the band’s manage¬ 
ment at the time, while working in 
a nightclub in New York. 

He tells KoS: “She asked me to au¬ 


dition, and I couldn’t believe it. It 
was fantastic, I rushed home to tell 
my parents as they were mine and 
their favourite group. When I was 
asked to join the group there was no 
question about whether or not I 
would say yes, it was assumed that I 
would. I spent a year as an under¬ 
study to learn the back catalogue of 
songs - there are so many - and then 
I became a permanent line-up 
member.” 

Speaking of the band’s monu¬ 
mental history, and what the best 
aspects of that are, Mr Williams 
says he thinks the different charac¬ 
ters are what has made the band so 
great. 

He said: “I have been so lucky to 
talk to some of the characters that 
have come and gone. And members 
such as Ben E King, and Clyde 
McPhatter have helped The Drifters 
create music that sends people cra¬ 


zy. Though the music is old it’s still 
fresh too and people of all ages and 
generations can enjoy it.” 

The band continued from when it 
was formed in 1953 to 2016, but 
members came and went often. 

Mr Williams explains: “Clyde 
McPhatter formed the band, he 
only stayed for a year because he 
got drafted into the military, and 
this became the norm. The band 
lost many members to the military. 
In 1958 the whole line-up was fired 
because the management didn’t 
agree with them at the time. That’s 
the way it’s always been for the 
band, some people get fired, some 
choose to leave, some even leave 
and come back again, but in the end 
the band has remained because the 
legacy it left behind is so strong.” 

When asked what his favourite 
Drifters song is, the singer replies 
that it’s a “really hard question.” 


But goes on to elaborate, saying: 
“It changes quite often. It was Love 
Games for a long time but I also love 
You’re More Than A Number be¬ 
cause I used to sing it a lot as a kid 
and when I’m on stage singing it, it 
brings back memories. But I guess if 
I had to pick, I would say Love 
Games.” 

Mr Williams hopes fans learn a 
lot from the show, adding: “We get 
to talk to a lot of fans but not many 
knew the story behind The Drifters 
or about the ups and downs, the tri¬ 
als and tribulations, so I really want 
them to leave knowing the history. 

“The Drifters are one of the big¬ 
gest groups of all time, I want peo¬ 
ple to go away loving the songs but 
also loving that they now know the 
history surrounding them.” 

Stand By Me is coming to Tun¬ 
bridge Wells’ Assembly Hall on 
March 24. 


EXCITING: Stand By Me goes through the history of The Drifters via recollections of former members on a big screen 
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mydate24 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5289 

follow the simple instructions. You will 

also get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT 

To REPLY BY TEXT: 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply 2 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost £1.50 per 
SMS received (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be moder¬ 
ated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 


I Dates in YOUR regio 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 


www.mydate24.co.uk 


On-line datin 


latmg 

visit.. 


is FREE to register, try it today 

www.mydate24.co.uk 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
El.55 per minute plus your 
phone company's access 
charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received. 


AMANDA, slim blonde, 50s 
seeks discreet gent for special 
times, mutually beneficial to us 
both. Call now. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 425327 £ 
KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with 
gent 40+ Must be discreet, 
married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3003 Box 419673 
EILEEN mid 60s seeks gent 
50s-60s for friendship, possibly 
much more. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 425341 £ 
JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 
Tel: No: 0906 515 3011 Box: 
409715 

ANETTA, black cuddly lady 
seeks man who knows what a 
woman needs. I’m very friendly 
and have time for you. Please 
call or text me. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 425933 £ 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 
Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 
413399 

JANE, attractive and young 
looking 60 something lady, 
active, outgoing with interesting 
personality, hoping to meet a 
kind gent for occasional 
meetings. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 425931 £ 
JACKIE, 56yrs, attractive lady 
who is lots of fun seeks like- 
minded gent for nights in, days 
out and much much more. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424491 | 


EMILY, mature well educated 
lady, blonde and smart and 
broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3023 Box 421375 
GILLY, slim petite lady, 
affectionate and loving, solvent 
with own home, hoping to meet 
gent, must be kind, looks 
unimportant. ACA/text 

answered. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 425929 £ 
SARAH, 39yrs, married, seeking 
chap for no strings intimate 
times. Special friendship, 
mutual respect. Give me a call. 
Tel: 0906 515 3031 Box 408291 
MERRY widow seeks lovely 
lonely gent for companionship. 
Please call, we can have a chat 
and see how we get on. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425927 £ 

TAMIKA, mature black beauty, 
hourglass figure and open 
minded. Pis call if you are 
discreet, broad minded and nice. 
I can travel and accommodate. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3007 Box 
422365 

LIVELY 53-year-old female, 
young in mind, wants discreet 
fun, loves gardening, dancing 
music etc and more. Text only. 
Mailbox: 5763284 £ 

CARLY, 34yrs, attractive and 
discreet military wife seeks no 
strings fun with respectable 
gent. Tel: 0906 515 3039 Box 
424419 

ATTRACTIVE well educated 
lady, mid 30’s, solvent, 
professional, seeks discreet 
broad minded gent. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3043 Box 425891 


out, Dus iaay, caning an gems wno 
seek a mature solvent stylish lady, 
I can wine and dine you, you will 
have a nice time, call or text me. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424781 £ 

CORRINE, genuine advertiser 
seeking adult fun, no time wasters 
pis. I will respond to all msgs. Text 
Only. Mailbox: 40351961 
JEAN, mature lady, genuine with 
many hobbies, slim, blonde and 
attractive. WLTM interesting gent 
with GSOH, must be cheerful, 
looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 424675 £ 


W 


RAPID 

MATCI 


Simply tell us your age and 
location and we will match 
you immediately! 

textEEH toEBSHil 


call 0906 500 5757 


iviAni, professional mature iaay, 
loves life, very sociable and fun, 
seeks gent for good conversation 
and happy times. All calls and 
texts answered. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424775 £ 
BRUNETTE lady, 70, slim, 
sophisticated, size 10, kind of like 
Helen Mirren as a brunette, lives 
near Tunbridge Wells, WLTM a 
genuine, hopefully family oriented 
gentleman, for genuine friendship. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424877 

SARAH, mature feminine lady, 
kind caring but still has a sensual 
side, hoping to meet like minded, 
confident, non smoking gent with 
GSOH, looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 424777 £ 
GENUINE lady, 67, slim, GSOH, 
caring, honest, active, likes most 
things in life, days out, countryside, 
animals, long walks, visiting 
interesting places, cooking and 
holidays, WLTM a caring, honest 
male with GSOH, 67-73, with 
similar interests. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 423289 


out, outgoing iaay, enjoys me, 
likes meals, holidays, WLTM 
mature gentleman to share 
interests and spend quality time 
together. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 424669 

CLARE, 41, attractive, lovely eyes, 
nice figure, smoker, likes beach 
walks, socialising, occasional gigs, 
WLTM a nice gent, any age over 
40, for wining and dining, to be my 
soul mate. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 424595 £ 

NAUGHTY curvy 46yr old lady, 
outgoing and bubbly with a naughty 
side and lots of banter, WLTM chap 
30+. If you are married even better. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:424543 

JULIE, 53yrs, tall slim dark haired 
lady, sociable and fun loving. New 
to the area so WLTM men friends 
for fun, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 424497 £ 
ANGELA, 48yrs, seeks male 
companion for nights out, dining, 
maybe more. ACA or text me. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424495 £ 


PROFESSIONAL 

gent, 44yrs, tall, 
attractive and genuine. 
Seeks genuine feminine lady 
for genuine romance. ACA. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425333 £ 

PIERS, 56yrs, romantic gent 
WLTM lady to wine, dine, spoil. 
I’m kind, caring, generous pis call 
me. Single mums welcome. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 425331 £ 


0906 cals {t.55 pel min ptu* your phone 
company s access charge 89990 cost £1.50 
per msg. To STOP text stop to 89990 
Service provided by JMediaUK Ltd 
RH16 3EG For Help call 0207 720 7130 


rmxrTTTTRirniT^ 


□ no PROFILES TO FILL OUT jEjk 

□ NO APPS TO DOWNLOAD 

□ NO CREDIT CARDS 4A*' 



TEXT MATCH T089990 


Ail messaocs recervea ti ,du. lexi b i urjp cyyyy 10 exit 3t any time Minimum t messages mui 
before contact details can be exchanged This service is not computer generated. Messages are MPRHP 
■ to by realseivice users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If ananging a meeting be sure to chose a public 
you have not met Service provided by No Goats Ltd. 




Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 

or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


PHILIPPA, feminine open minded 
lady seeking adult fun, genuine 
responses only pis, no time- 
wasters. Text Only: Mailbox: 
403061 o£ 

SUE, genuine lady, own home, 
loves to spoil a man, give me a call 
or text. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424673 £ 
OCTAVIA, black seductress, 
53yrs, waiting to meet you. Pis text 
me today. Text Only. Mailbox: 
4090520 £ 

WANTED gent 50-76 for cosy 
nights in, good times, call or text 
me, you won’t be sorry. I’m 
attractive and have lots to offer. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425339 £ 

LINDA, 48yrs attractive brunette 
seeks gent for laughter, wining 
dining. Age unimportant. ACA. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425337 £ 

LOVING lady, romantic and tactile 
seeks like-minded gent for special 
times, lets make each other feel 
special. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 425325 £ 

ATTRACTIVE Caribbean lady 
59yrs, very jolly and fun seeking 
gent any age who must love good 
times. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 425323 £ 

SANDRA, smart, sophisticated 
lady, young looking 60s, genuine 
and kind, seeks gent with GSOH, 
looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 424671 £ 
HELEN, mid 50s naughty lady 
seeks some fun times with gent 
any age. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424493 £ 

CAROL, mid 50s lady, young at 
heart, attractive and sexy (so I’m 
told)! Give me a call if you are a 
gent with GSOH. ACA. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 424783 £ 


Men Seeking 

mydate24l 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


CARING sociable, GSOH, slim, 
attractive, married gent, 67, feels 
discarded and lonely, seeks 
likewise lady 60+ for trips out, 
dining etc. Text only. Mailbox: 
5082918 £ 

SIX foot guy, mature, looking for 
someone special to spend some 
quality time with. Please leave me 
a message I would love to hear 
from you! Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 420163 £ 

CALLING all ladies 40+ who would 
like to be wined, dined and 
romanced by attractive gent, 54 
years please call or text me. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425943 £ 

JOHN, mid sixties widower, 
cultured and interesting, solvent 
with own home. WLTM lady 55+ 
for genuine companionship. ACA. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425939 £ 

GENUINE single gent, 55yrs, 
seeks friendship hopefully leading 
to true love with lady 35-55, looks 
unimportant. Please call or text me. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425937 £ 

SOLVENT gentleman, young 70s, 
loves life seeking a lady of any age 
to spoil and pamper, take on 
holidays, wine and dine. Genuine 
advertiser. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No:425935 £ 

RICHARD, 64, n/s, from Kent, 
medium build, clean shaven, likes 
classic cars, days out, meals out, 
boot fares, most things, would like 
to meet a lady for company and to 
share each others interests. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424207 £ 


PROFESSIONAL gentleman, 64, 
widowed, own house, loves 
holidays abroad, reading, eating 
out, eating in and shows, WLTM a 
lady of similar age to share 
interests and happy times together 
hopefully leading to lasting 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 425787 £ 

MALE, 70s, would like to meet slim 
lady 60 plus. Text only. Mailbox: 
4505135 £ 

HELLO, mature gentleman looking 
for a lady who is caring, likes 
holidays, karaoke, meals out, 
country walks and cinema. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 425401 £ 
GUY, 50, 6ft tall, calm and kind, 
good company, seeking lovely lady 
for good times and fun and loving. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425369 £ 

BARRY, 50, 6ft 4ins, well built, 
divorced gent, looking to date calm 
and kind lovely lady. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421195 
CHRIS, 49yrs honest gent seeks 
lady 45-55 for socialising, 
friendship, maybe leading to 
romance. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 425345 £ 

PETER, sincere solvent gent 70s 
seeks lady to wine dine, foreign 
travel, all expenses paid. I would 
love a traveling companion. 
Genuine advertiser. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 425343 £ 
MALCOLM, 60 something gent, 
own hair and teeth, GSOH, 
genuine and Kind WLTM sincere 
lady to wine and dine. Please call. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425335 £ 


GENUINE gentleman, family 
minded, kind, generous seeks 
lady 55-75 for wining, dining and 
wine and laughter. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 425329 £ 
NICE looking 55 year old male 
WLTM sincere lady, any age, for 
friendship, outings, holidays 
abroad etc. Love the sun. Text 
only. Mailbox: 4922399 £ 
DENTAL practitioner, 44, 6ft, 
slim, athletic build, thick dark hair, 
blue eyes, loves sports, seeks 
slim feminine sporty lady. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 425087 
EDWARD, 77, looking for a 
companion South East area of 
Kent, for holidays, days out, 
social events, and lots more. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
423039 £ 

TALL, lively old boy, into red 
wine, garlic and Radio 3, seeks 
tactile lady for company and jolly 
jaunts. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 425021 £ 

MALE, 58, wishes to meet 
attractive female, into music, live 
bands, cinema and some sports, 
for nights out socialising and 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424979 
HI I’m Darren, down to earth guy, 
lives in Kent, likes Marbaia, 
looking for someone special to 
meet and have a laugh with. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424951 £ 

GARETH handsome 40’s pilot, 
strong tall build, seeks daytime 
discreet passion with lady 30-65. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414421 

NICK, mature male, builder, 
tattoos, plenty of money, looking 
for discreet meets, no stings in 
the Kent area. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424787 £ 
RETIRED, intelligent, Broadstairs 
widower, GSOH, medium height 
and build, seeks slim lady for 
friendship and companionship 
initially. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 424697 
59YR old male, likes country 
walks, pub lunches, seeks lady 
for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424685 £ 

MALE 50 seeks mature, home 
loving lady, 60 plus who enjoys 
cosy nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424683 £ 

MARK 48, slim, fit, GSOH, 
looking for loyal partner for LTR. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424679 £ 



MARTIN trustworthy, 
warm hearted, loving, reliable 
male, 45, 6ft, medium build, 
young at heart, GSOH, seeks 
female, 50-60 for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424681 £ 
CARING 55yr old male, widower, 
6ft 3ins, WLTM lady, 40-55 for fun 
and laughter, maybe happy ever 
after. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:424677 £ 

COLIN, 56, 6ft, medium build, 
clean and tidy with a tidy beard, 
I’m after some TLC with no 
strings adult fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 422359 £ 
ANDY, tall attractive male, 
looking for a naughty female, for 
fun with no strings attached. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424295 £ 

MALE, 52, quiet nature, likes 
coastal walks, cinema, reading, 
WLTM lady for friendship and 
maybe romance. East Kent area. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424211 


GENTLEMAN, 

76yrs old, clean¬ 
shaven with a good 
head of hair and a smart 
dresser, hoping to meet 
lady for friendship/relationship. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
423645 

Gay 
Seeking 




•EG send WINK 123456 t< 

80098 costs £ 1.50 per message. To STOP text 
“ to 80098. Service f J ~ 


_,____provided by JIV._ 

Ltd RHI6 3EG Need Help? Call 0207 720 7130 

JOHN, 70, widower, lives in 
Broadstairs, Kent, slim, fit, active, 
young at heart, kind, caring and 
loving, likes country/beach walks, 
holidays, days out, theatre, 
eating out, music, animals, 
WLTM slim, attractive lady, to 
share interests and nice times 
together. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 424043 
LIVELY old boy, OHAC, near sea 
in Folkestone, into red wine, 
garlic and Radio 3, seeks lady 
companion/lover, 58-68 yo. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422621 £ 

HELLO my name is Paul, 43, 
5ft9, from Sittingbourne in Kent, 
looking for someone to have 
some fun with and see where it 
goes! Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 422905 £ 


MALE, 40s, seeking gym buddy to 
attend DW gym in the early 
evenings, similar age. Margate. 

Text only. Mailbox: 5779191 £ 

SIMON, 29yrs, gay curious, seek¬ 
ing older gent for new experi¬ 
ences, must be discreet as I live at 
home Text Only: Mailbox: 
4196422 £ 

GAY guy, friendly with a GSOH, 
likes sport and art, WLTM similar 
guy for a relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 425563 £ 

Friends 

FEMALE seeking genuine straight 
female for daytrips, out to meet 
socially for lunch/coffee. Text only 
to Mailbox No:4748240 
SEEKING ladies for good 
company, socialising and a bit of 
fun, BBW local to Kent, get in 
touch and lets start having fun. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
413623 £ 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge, 
rexts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


a Follow us 
on 

@DATEIocally 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged 
at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 
characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service 
provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTEC¬ 
TION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus 
for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 13/02/17 
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Legendary performer Lulu has 
announced string of Kent dates 


Ballet reimaged for kids 

MY First Ballet: Cinderella, a 
version created especially for 
children will be at Dartford’s 
Orchard Theatre from April 6 
to 8. 

For tickets visit orchardthea- 
tre.co.uk 




CHARITY: Lulu last performed in Kent with the Military Wives Choir. 


By Emily King 

an V 


D UE to demand, legen¬ 
dary singer Lulu has 
confirmed she will em¬ 
bark on the biggest 
tour of her career, and 
she is coming to a host of Kent ven¬ 
ues. 

The All About The Music Tour 
will see the Grammy-nominated 
singer perform hits such as Shout, 
To Sir With Love, Relight My Fire 
and The Man Who Sold The World, 
amongst many others. 

After a ten year period of relative 
inactivity on the live scene, the re¬ 
lease of Lulu’s 2015’s self-penned 
Making Life Rhyme album, sparked 
the new touring period in Novem¬ 
ber and December 2017. 

Lulu said: “I absolutely love play¬ 
ing live and can’t wait to be out on 
the road again in autumn this year. 
My life has always been all about 
the music, so come and join me 
again or for the first time and let’s 
have a great night of music.” 

The singer last performed in 
Kent at Tunbridge Wells’ Assem¬ 
bly Hall in February 2016 as part 
of a collaboration with the Military 
Wives Choir. 


Lulu teamed up with the choir to 
release the song Cry, of which all 
proceeds received were donated to 
the Military Wives Choir Founda¬ 
tion charity. 

Before the performance, she 
said: “Having a different Military 
Wives Choir join me onstage every 
night will be a lot of fun. But on a 
more serious note, later in my life I 
was diagnosed as having post- 
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), 


and what that did was help me to 
relate even more with our men and 
women in the armed forces. 

“I realised I would like to do 
something to help, so we recorded 
Cry and my brother and I rewrote 
the lyrics to apply specifically to 
the military.” 

Her new tour will be at Mar¬ 
gate’s Winter Gardens on October 
5, Tunbridge Wells’ Assembly Hall 
on October 11, Bromley’s Church¬ 


ill Theatre on October 23, Dart- 
ford’s Orchard Theatre on October 
24, and Canterbury’s Marlowe 
Theatre on November 6. 

Tickets range between £33 and 
£43, or VIP tickets are £74. 

To book tickets or for more infor¬ 
mation visit margatewintergar- 
dens.com, assemblyhalltheatre. 
co.uk, churchilltheatre.co.uk, or- 
chardtheatre.co.uk, or mar- 
lowetheatre.com 


New park jumping for joy 


A HUGE trampoline park will be making its 
way into Orpington next month. 

Airjump Trampoline Park, on Lagoon Road 
will boast a 14,000 square foot site with 1000 
square metres of pure trampoline space. The 
new park will accomodate 60 jumpers per 
hour and be open seven days a week. 


Leith could join Bake Off 

TELEVISION cook Prue Leith 
has said she is “close” to 
joining Kent’s Pul Hollywood on 
The Great British Bake Off but 
she has not been told whether 
she has made the grade. She 
has had two auditions so far. 



Blue note classics at FJC 


DRUMMER Pete Carter hits The Folkestone Jazz 
Club this February 23 with his band. 

He’s joined by Richard Shepherd on alto 
saxophone, George Hogg on trumpet, Adrian 
Fry on trombone, Simon Thorpe on double 
bass, and Pete Whittaker on the organ. 

For tickets call 01303 277175. 


To Advertise your Event here 
call 01233 653464 
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SOUTHGATE 

ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 


micEIIE nIseib 

I DOMESTIC 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR INSTALLER |-p| 
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West End sell-out sensation 


DREAMBOATS AND PETTI¬ 
COATS returns to Dartford’s 
Orchard Theatre from March 
6-11 to celebrate 10 years of the 
multi-million selling albums. 

For tickets visit the website: 
orchardtheatre.co.uk. 



Sharrock stars in mystery 

THE MYSTERY OF THE MURDERED THIEF, 
an adventure play based on the thrilling 
classics by E W Hornung, comes to Greenwich 
Theatre from March 15 to 18. 

Bunny is played by Ian Sharrock, who has 
featured as Jackie Merrick in Emmerdale. 

For tickets visit greenwichtheatre.org.uk 


Prepare to tackle Beast 


KNOWN as The Beast, the 
world’s largest inflatable 
obstacle course for adults will 
be at the Betteshanger Park 
near Deal from May 26-29. 

To book visit the website: 
betteshanger-park.co.uk/beast 



Mother's Day at Penshurst 

ON MOTHER’S DAY, children can create their 
own personal Mother’s Day gift and hand-made 
card at Penshurst Place, Tonbridge, leaving 
mum to explore the beautiful gardens that are 
bursting back into life at the start of a new 
flowering season. 

Visit penshurstplace.com for information. 


You'll be Gutted if you 
miss this Marlowe play 



By Emily King 

emiLy.king@archant.co.uk 


G UTTED had its humble 
beginnings in play¬ 
wright Sharon Byrne’s 
little house by the sea 
in Whitstable, and now 
it’s set to have its debut at Canter¬ 
bury’s Marlowe Studio. 

The play is a black comedy set in 
1980s Dublin. Delores, Breda and 
Deirdre work in a fish factory and 
relay the stories of their often mun¬ 
dane lives in the factory staffroom. 
Through dynamic monologue, 
pure Irish storytelling and comedy, 
the women then dramatise the 
events of a very significant night in 
their lives. 

Speaking to KoS, Ms Byrne, re¬ 
lays how the idea for Gutted comes 
from her upbringing in Dublin. 

She explains: “While living 
there, I came across young women 
who were working hard for a living 
in the local fish factory. 

“I didn’t know it then, but these 
women had a huge impact on my 
life. I’d see them every day walking 
by my grandparents’ house, and 
tried to imagine what it would be 
like to be them. They’d walk by my 


window wearing plastic caps 
(shower caps), blue coats and Wel¬ 
lington boots, smoking roll-ups 
and chatting about their day. 

“They never stopped chatting 
and laughing, and they were of all 
ages ranging from 16 to 50.” 

Ms Byrne, who supports wom¬ 
en’s movements, has great admira¬ 
tion for the women she’s featured 
in Gutted. 

“The women were the impetus 
for me to strive for more in my life,” 
she comments. “Not that there was 
anything wrong with working in a 


fish factory. I had the utmost re¬ 
spect for these women. Fair play to 
them. They worked hard and 
played hard; they were providing 
for their families. They were tough 
hard-working women and I ad¬ 
mired them. 

“But they were stuck in many 
ways too and seemed contented 
with the cards that life had dealt 
them. I wasn’t.” 

Gutted is coming to the Marlowe 
Studio from February 21 to 23. 

For tickets visit marlowetheatre. 
com. 



DEBUT: Sharon Byrne alongside 
one of the actors in her play 



INSPIRATION: The playwright 
based characters on her youth 



CANTELR5URY GUIDED TOURS 


Winner of 2016 TripAdvisor Certificate of Excellence 
Group Travel Awards Finalist for Best Guided Tours 2015 

(Canterbury T ourist (guides present tbe ONLY tours 
offering guided walks through the historic streets AN C the 
exterior of the world-famous (Cathedral for £.7.50 or ess. 

Led by entertaining, knowledgeable (Cuides, our JO minute 
tours leave The L)uttermarlcet daily at 
1 1 am & also 2pm from Ap r >l to October. 

No pre-booking required. 

Tickets available at the \/'\s\tor Information (Centre, 
the L oman M U5e um or online. 


Visit us at: www.canterburyguidedtours.com 
JCmail: guides@canterburytouristguides.co.uk 

Tel: 01 227 *59779 




A HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 

HIDDEN GEM! 

Delicious, freshly-prepared blend of 
traditional & modern dishes, using 
locally sourced produce. 

Breakfast | Lunch | Afternoon Tea 

Open 7 days a week 9.30am to 5pm 


'Wi 






OAD STREET 

FOOD & CRAFTS 

Oad Street, Borden, Sittingbourne, 
Kent ME9 8LB 

T. 01795 843130 | info@oadstreet.com 
www.oadstreetfoodandcrafts.com 
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t's been a life-chanaeb savs Emma Hatcher 


How the FODMAP diet helped the blogger manage her irritable bowel syndrome and sensitive gut... 


T he term low fodmap 

diet’ may leave you 
scratching your head - but 
not for much longer, if 
Emma Hatcher has any¬ 
thing to do with it. 

FODMAPs - fermentable, oligosac¬ 
charides, disaccharides, monosac¬ 
charides and polyols - are types of 
short-chain carbohydrates that can 
be tricky to digest, and they can 
wreak havoc for some people with ir¬ 
ritable bowel syndrome (IBS), a com¬ 
mon condition associated with diges¬ 
tive symptoms such as bloating, 
diarrhoea, constipation and cramps. 

They can be found in a wide range 
of foods, including certain fruits, veg¬ 
gies, grains and nuts - onions, garlic 


and apples are prime examples. But 
cutting out, or cutting down on key 
culprits can help - and if anyone can 
vouch for the effective of a low FOD¬ 
MAP diet it’s Hatcher, a long-term 
sufferer of IBS and a sensitive gut. 

“It was a light bulb moment of, ‘Oh 
my God, this could actually really 
help’,” the 23-year-old recalls of her 
dietician’s suggestion to try the plan, 
following years of cutting out various 
foods to no effect. 

“You don’t realise quite how much 
it affects your life until after your 
symptoms have gone, and you think, 
‘Wow, I’m not thinking about when 
I’m next going to need the bathroom, 
or what I’m going to eat on my work 
lunch break today’. 



TRANSFORMED: Emma Hatcher 
says she worries less 


“It’s been a massive life-changer for 
me, and by the sounds of it, for a lot of 
other people out there as well.” 

Discovering that the information 
available was minimal - she recalls 
initially being handed “a very unin¬ 
spiring, four-page leaflet with a big 
long list of foods to cut out” - the for¬ 
ward-thinking millennial embarked 
on a one-woman mission to show that 
the diet needn’t be restrictive. 

She’s since been a pillar of support 
for countless others in a similar posi¬ 
tion, via her brilliantly titled lifestyle 
blog, She Can’t Eat What?! Now, 
Hatcher’s sharing her insights in her 
debit cookbook, The FODMAP Friend¬ 
ly Kitchen. 

Initially “slightly scared” at the lack 


of resources, Hatcher explains the 
tome - a colourful smorgasbord of 
recipes, helpful meal plans and tips - 
was created with the intent of “distill¬ 
ing” the diet into digestible chunks. 

“I wanted to make it easy for other 
people, to provide them with another 
resource that’s not really science-y 
but simplifies and relays it from a per¬ 
sonal experience. 

“Food is a massive part of IBS and 
dealing with symptoms, but at the 
same time, there’s the anxiety and 
stress side of things,” she elaborates. 
“There’s the question of, ‘What am I 
going to do when I go out to a restau¬ 
rant with my friends and order food?’ 

“I was really conscious I wanted to 
answer some of those questions.” 


Uni of Kent concerts 

TANGO! brings the curtain down on 
the spring series of lunchtime concerts 
in the Colyer-Fergusson Hall of the University 
of Kent in Canterbury. 

Tango! takes place on Wednesday March 
29 and presents Lydia Cheng (violin), Faith 
Chan (cello) and Daniel Harding (piano) 
exploring this sensuous South American 
ballroom dance. 

Visit www.kent.ac.uk/music 


Let’s go flippin’ crazy 

I PANCAKE DAY races will be held in 
Gravesend town centre on February 28. 

Shops and businesses will come together 
as individuals or teams on Pancake Day in a 
bid to win the top prize. 

Heats will take place at 12pm and 12.30pm 
on Shrove Tuesday, allowing people to take 
part in their lunch hours. 

The mayor of Gravesham, Cllr Greta 
Goatley, will be adjudicating. 


Motown magic returns 

AFTER a sold out show in 2016, The 
Magic of Motown is set to return to 
Margate’s Winter Gardens once more on 
March 25 to liven up 2017. 

The Motown tribute concert show boasts: a 
choreographed cast, 36 million-selling hits, 
dozens of dazzling costume changes, that 
Detroit sound. 

For tickets visit margatewintergardens. 
co.uk 


Collective street mural 

ARTISTS 1717 Alliance will be working 
with students from Thamesview, St 
George’s and Northfleet Technology College 
to produce a street art mural to go along the 
hoarding of Jackson Civil Engineering 
building works. 

The artists are visiting Thamesview School 
on February 27 to work on the boards, on 
Rathmore Road, covering the theme of 500 
years of Gravesend’s river history. 
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Holidays for Adults only! 


Fry d Ur special weekends 


Friday to Sunday £725 inclusive 
} Soil catering enravarra, ideal fee the 
over M s retirws and professional 
couples with all the benefits that our 
owners enjoy. 

BENEFITS Includer 

IdaaP lar profoualan.nl cnuplas, rotiroot ato. ■ fronrica* ■ Adpcsnl garden and csr parking hay 
tdTHriEB Id mart pilches ■ fnw wifi al St Ced'ds Country Club and l_&ungo fiar ■ 
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Call us now on 01621 776800 
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www. east! a nd meadows, co.uk 




SATURDAYS IS PARTY NIGHT 
Greek Night 

LIVE MUSIC, GREEK MUSIC & DANCING, 

BELLY DANCER, DJ & DISCO 

£20pp, which includes a 2-course meal. 

We cater for large parties including: Birthdays, 
Office parties and Hen & Stag do's 


DON'T MISS OUR 
SPECIAL THEMED NIGHTS 

Rory J as the Legendary Michael Jackson 

(as seen on Britain's Got Talent) Friday 24th March / 9th June / 8th 
September 2017. £22 per person, includes entry + 2 course meal 

ELVIS starring Mario 

Friday 24th Feb & 23rd June 

£22 per person includes entry +2 course meal 

LADIES' NIGHT 21 st April + other dates to follow 

2 Course meal & show. Drag queen + hunky male stripper 
Call us or visit our website for more details 

NORMAL GREEK PARTY NIGHTS 

available to book now 

THURSDAY RELAX AND ENJOY OUR GREEK HOSPITALITY £10 FOR 2 COURSES 

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS 

Book your special day with us h u Jf " ■ A 

We hold up to 130 people 
Available 7 days a week 

-Weddings -Anniversaries 

- Corporate events - Birthdays 

- Large family get-togethers 


website: www.dartfordgreektaverna.co.uk 
Tel: 01322 271888 • email: dartfordtaverna@aol.com 

59-65 Hythe Street, Dartford, DAI 1 BG J® 
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PUZZLES 


DOUBLE CROSSWORD 


CODEWORD 



Quick 



Across 

21. Indolence (5) 

8. Quantity (6) 

6. Glass (7) 

22. Make (7) 

11. Inequality (9) 

7. Daub (5) 


13. Coffin (6) 

9. Levy (3) 

Down 

14. Methodical (7) 

10. Ancient (9) 

1. Rustic (5) 

16. Toss (5) 

12. Rudeness (11) 

2. Recede (3) 

18. Merit (4) 

15. Suggestion (11) 

3. Prophet (4) 

20. Uneven (3) 

17. Dog (9) 

4. Likeness (9) 


19. Blend (3) 

5. Reap (7) 



Cryptic 

Across 

6. Paints the standards 

(7) 

7. Puts one’s name down 
for tokens (5) 

9. See 20 Down 

10. See 19 Across 

12. Protracted torture the 
old lag may be in for! 
(4,7) 

15. Layers put in cells 
(7,4) 

17. Friend with a place to 
put the food - and it’s 
tasty (9) 

19 and lOAc. Publican 
who supplies no 
drinks, but demands 
payment (3,9) 

21. Pick up bits of 
information from a 
different angle (5) 

22 and 5Dn. Not losing 
contact with what the 
regular correspondent 
is doing (7,2,5) 


Down 

1. See 20 Down. 

2. You need a crate to 
perform in the ring (3) 

3. River that featured in 
the war noticeably (4) 

4. Criminal producing 
shocking scare 

in money-making 
establishment (9) 

5. See 22 Across 

8. Keep tight hold of the 
eggs (6) 

11. Life-like drawing of a 
beam in the doorway 

(9) 

13. English composer of 
Teutonic origin? (6) 

14. How a corpulent 
brother-in-arms is 
wounded? (7) 

16. Election victories from 
Georgia in the south 
(5) 

18. Schubert composition 
incorporated in “Nellie 
Dean” (4) 

20, 9Ac and IDn. 

Fluctuating fortunes 
experienced by the lift 
operator! (3,3,5) 


This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a 
letter, with the same number always representing the same letter. 

For example, if 8 turns out to be a V, you can write in V wherever a square contains 
8. Using your knowledge of words, complete the puzzle. 



r 


Arrowword 


with short 
tails (4,4) 


r 


r 


r 


USintell- 


Enter your 
answers 
in the 
direction 
indicated by 
the arrows. 


SUDOKU 


Battleships 

Find where ships shown 
below are hidden in the 
grid. The numbers to 
the right of and below 
the grid indicate how 
many of the squares 
in that row are filled in 
with ships or parts of 
ships. The ships do not 
touch each other, even 
diagonally. Some of the 
squares have been filled 
to start you off. 

THE FLEET 

1 x Battleship 

2 x Cruiser 

3 x Destroyer 

4 x Submarine 
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Word Spiral 
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Starting from 1, 
fill in the grid 
clockwise with four- 
letter words. The last 
letter of each word 
becomes the first 
letter of the next to 
reveal the key word in 
the shaded boxes. 


1. 

Body powder 

9. Skinny 

2. 

Cot 

10. Church part 

3. 

Surety 

11. Engrave 

4. 

Uneven walk 

12.Suspend 

5. 

Poke 

13. Courage 

6. 

Moist 

14. Labour 

7. 

Fruit 

15. Molten rock 

8. 

Thaw 

16. Curved structure 


Keyword clue: A boy’s name 
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TV&lifestyle travel 




Rail journeys are back in fashion, says Mike Pickup. 


I One of the most spectacular is 
the Pride of Africa (www. 
rovos.com). The 15 day journey 
starts in Cape Town, then onto 
the diamond town of Kimberley 
and the capital Pretoria. Two 
nights in the Madikwe Game 
Reserve, then on through 
Botswana into Zimbabwe, with 
overnight stay at the 
Victoria Falls Hotel before 
crossing the Zambezi. Then it’s 
down into the Great Rift Valley 
before crossing the Selous Game 
Reserve, and on to Dar es Salaam 
in Tanzania. 

2 For over 25 years the Rocky 
Mountaineer (www. 
rockymountaineer.com) has 
transported passengers through 
the Canadian Rockies between 
Vancouver and Banff, providing 
the best scenery Canada has to 
offer. The journey lasts two days 
with overnight stop in Kamloops. 

3 Australia’s The Ghan (www. 

greatsouthernrail.com.au) 
traverses this vast country 
between Darwin and Adelaide. 
Covering 1,850 miles, the three 


day journey includes off-train 
excursions at Katherine, Alice 
Springs, and largely underground 
opal mining town, Coober Pedy. 

4 One of the shortest trips is the 
Flam Railway (www.visitflam. 
com/en). The tiny village of Flam 
in Norway has a population of 
just 400, yet its railway - the 
world’s steepest using normal 
traction - attracts 400,000 visitors 
a year. A popular option is to take 
the train up, then cycle down the 
old service road; hardly any 
pedalling needed. 

5 The world’s highest train trip 
is the Qinghai-Tibet railway, 
(www.chinatibettrain.com), aka 
the Lhasa Express. The 21 hour ; 
trip links Xining in b 
Qinghai, China to Lhasa 
in Tibet. It negotiates the Tang 
Gu La Pass at over 16,500ft so 
there is oxygen at every seat. A 
couple of days in Xining 
acclimatising, can help to combat 
altitude sickness. 

Top tip: Book all trips well in 
advance - they are very popular. 



Vincent & Flovo 


Mercy re 


Coming to the 
Mercure Maidstone 
Friday 23rd June 
2017 

A fabulous experience! 


Just a £50 deposit per person to 
secure your tickets 

CALL NOW TO BOOK! 

T: 0844 815 9045 opt 3 


A 

l_l QUICK 


www.quickpropertysale.co.uk 


WE BUY PROPERTIES & 
LAND FOR CASH....FAST 


J 






CALL NOW FOR INSTANT OFFER 


Wi.* flyy fVsfwiruwi tar FAST 

W C Buy to ANT CONDITION 
•Ihifant Orr-ciila-r* f Fill Ciimplcrtlofi 
Eilabliihcd friendly local Compo-rey 
Opcfl 2-1 hociM 


f R npsAS nl|£Uvi $V0ppV<\ 
/ Urgnui Cirtuim4ajK4i 
v EVklJnni Stopped 
i/ Wfi Ply Y*UI* Fulfil 
Confidential 


0800 10 77939 ^ 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Refugee crisis is 
simply too great 


THE comments made by the editor 
concerning immigration [KoS, 
editorial, 12.02] are correct, in that 
we in Britain have always had a 
history of welcoming refugees from 
abroad, but they ignore the fact that 
the current situation is unprecedent¬ 
ed. 

All decent people, if confronted by 
a despairing human being on their 
doorstep needing help, would try to 
offer them whatever assistance they 
could. 

However if, instead of one or two, 
they found a thousand, they would 
just not possess the resources to help. 

This would not make them 
xenophobes, or racists, but would be 
due to the size of the problem. 

There are hundreds of millions of 
people living in the third world who 
would wish to live in the west, where 
they would hope to enjoy a better 
standard of living, and who could 
blame them? 

We can see from the numbers of 
young men leaving countries 
without conflicts that economic 
migration is a major driving force. 

Nevertheless, were all who desired 
to come to be admitted, then the 
economies of the west would 
collapse, to no one’s benefit. 

We should concentrate on helping 
those in need in their own countries, 
so that they can develop their own 
economies, and we in Britain are at 
the forefront of doing exactly that. 

It is unfair to criticise the British 
when we are giving more per capita 
than almost any other country in 
the world. 

Colin Bullen, 

Tonbridge 

KoS dragging the 
country into ruin 

IT is ‘luvvies’ like you [KoS, editorial, 
12.02] who are dragging this 
country into ruin. 

The NHS is an example of people 
who have lived and worked in this 
country all of their lives but cannot 
get treatment because the service is 
overrun by immigrants. 

The benefits system is rapidly 
going the same way and our schools 
are holding back British children 
because immigrant children don’t 
understand English. 

Greenfield sites are being de¬ 
stroyed because developers claim, 
albeit falsely, that there is a housing 
shortage due to over immigration. 

On top of this asylum seekers get 
free NHS care, benefits and free 
housing as soon as they climb from 
the back of their lorry. 

P.J.E Pepper, 
New Romney 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 





Dubs announcement 
is a national scandal 


IT is shameful that Theresa May has 
decided to renege the government’s 
promise to bring the most 
vulnerable refugee children to 
safety in the UK. 

That the announcement was 
sneaked out by the Tories just before 
recess, is an absolute disgrace. 

The UK has taken just 350 lone 
child refugees, which is nowhere 
near the 3000 originally proposed 
by Lord Dubs and is fewer than one 
per local authority in the UK. 

Any claim by the prime minister 
to be a compassionate Conservative 
is utterly undermined by the 
dereliction of duty to some of the 
most vulnerable people in the 
world. 

The government should have been 
doing far more to support local 
authorities in helping provide the 
support and safety child refugees 
need so desperately. 

Only this week, a report by the 
counter-extremism organisation, 
Ouilliam, revealed how thousands 
of vulnerable child refugees, 

Silence over NHS 
is unacceptable 

AS a concerned speech and language 
therapy student in training, I do not 
hold the usual concerns of a student 
preparing to leave education into the 
workforce, I hold concerns for my 
employer, the NHS. 

I am angered over the silence, the 
NHS has been here just over a 
generation and now along with its 
creators, it is reaching its demise. 

This year we’ve seen hospitals on 
their knees declaring they can no 
longer cope with a lack of resources. 


abandoned by countries like the UK, 
are being left vulnerable to sexual 
and financial exploitation by 
human traffickers and 
radicalisation by groups like 
so-called Islamic State that are 
seeking to capitalise on Europe’s 
wavering response to the refugee 
crisis. 

This is a national scandal, which 
disgraces us all and the government 
should hang its head in shame. 

Britain has a proud tradition of 
welcoming those most in need. 

We stepped up to rescue 10,000 
Jewish children from Nazi 
persecution. 

One of those children was Lord 
Dubs, who arrived in the UK as a 
child refugee on the 
kindertransport. 

Which is why I am calling for the 
prime minister to stand by the 
country’s values, reverse her 
decision and keep Lord Dubs’ 
scheme alive. 

Keith Taylor 

Green MEP for the south east 


How have the powers that be 
suggested we tackle this struggle? 
Further cuts to our profession. 

I am a speech and language 
therapist practitioner, my role is to 
enable some of the most vulnerable 
in our society to communicate, feel 
valued and get their voices heard. 

Yet, our own voices are being 
drowned out, with NHS staff morale 
at an all-time low, how can we 
support our patients if we in turn are 
not supported? 

The current ‘solutions’ are only 
further crippling the NHS, rather 
than funding the system for all, we 
have begun turning patients to 


private companies to meet waiting 
time targets. 

This is not a solution, this leads to 
underfunding as the money is sent 
out of the NHS to private companies 
rather than being pumped back into 
the system. 

I urge people of Kent to get active, 
there is a £486 million funding gap 
in our area alone. 

As Aneurin Bevan, the founder of 
the NHS states “The NHS will last as 
long as there are folk left with the 
faith to fight for it”. 

Natasha Simeone, 

Chatham 

Drivers fall foul 
of council fancies 

READING all the usual rhetoric from 
Kent and Medway Speed camera 
industry [KoS, 12.02], it seems odd 
that they cannot give a figure for all 
the Speed Awareness Courses they 
and their partners sell. 

Perhaps drivers should visit www. 
speed-awareness.org for more 
information. 

I use a road in Faversham, that if 
caught, I would qualify for the newly 
announced ‘serious offender’ 
category. 

This is not exactly true, as at 
present the road is 60mph, but local 
councillors, with support from Helen 
Whately MP, have voted to make it 
20mph like all of Faversham’s roads. 

So it has nothing to do with safety, 
drivers are just falling foul of the 
whims and fancies of local council¬ 
lors! 

The usual statement that cameras 
are only erected at sites that have 
speed related crashes is repeated, but 
the camera is not placed where an 
accident has actually taken place, 
but could be several kilometres 
further away where no accidents 
took place, but in a more lucrative 
location. 

Far better to have an early age 
starting road safety strategy and to 
teach all road users of their responsi¬ 
bilities to society, rather than this 
driver only focussed cash-grab. 

The Highway Code says it “is 
essential reading for everyone” and 
pages for motorised transport do not 
start until page 83, but do pedestri¬ 
ans, mobility scooter riders, cyclists 
etc read those first 82 pages dedi¬ 
cated to them? 

Terry Hudson, 

Whitstable 

The wait goes on 

COMPLETELY agree with J Watson 
[KoS, letters, 12.02] that we 
shouldn’t be waiting so long for a 
Lower Thames Crossing update. Con¬ 
gestion in Dartford is a daily 
nightmare. 

K Jones, 

Dartford 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 

East 


people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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images of kent 



Murmuration of 
starlings 

by John Kemp, 
Whitstable 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk,. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 
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Tel 07814 004031 


www.rdfluxurycars.com 


Welcome to RDF Luxury Cars 


This luxury sports car really does have 
the wow factor with its silver body 
chrome lines, black soft top, this car is 
the one to be seen in. 


Rolls Royce Phantom is one of 
the most desirable convertibles 
in the world. This fabulous car 
has a cream leather interior, with 
its beautiful metallic body work 
with a brush steel bonnet and 
contrasting blue soft top, this car 
is the ultimate in luxury. 


This is the most luxurious 4 door saloon 
with its blue paintwork, cream leather 
seats and classic lines, this is a statement 
of luxury. 


BIRTHDAYS | WEDDINGS | PARTIES | ANNIVERSARIES | ANY OCCASION 


RDF Luxury Cars are a family business and have been in the hospitality industry for over 35 years 
in the Thanet area; we will take care of you from the start of your journey until the end, in 
comfort, style and luxury with little touches such as ribbons and drinks to make it all that much 
more special. If you would like to see the cars this can be arranged. All our drivers will ring 
ahead and be smartly dressed. Prices include ribbons, drinks & pick up from home to venue. 


r Luxury 


- 
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holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 

fitters 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 
info@gnholidays.com 
www.gnholidays.com 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 


®ABTA 

Trawl wiEh -tnnfldwrEP 







Slovenia & Croatia Coast & 
Country Explorer 


Italian Riviera, Monaco 
Portofino & Rapallo 


By Air from Gatwick 

16 May & 21 Sept, 2017 • Quote: SC5/9-KOS 


By Rail from Ebbsfleet or Air from Gatwick 
23 April, 8 May & 12 Sept, 2017 - Quote: IR-KOS 


This super holiday, staying on Italy's Ligurian coast in charming Diano Marina, 
includes excursions taking in Monaco, Portofino, Rapallo, Dolceacqua and San 
Remo, PLUS free drinks every night and delicious food at the popular Piccolo 
Hotel. And you can choose rail or air travel. 

INCLUDED: Escorted throughout in Italy & Monaco • Return Eurostar &TGV rail 
travel from London St Pancras and Ebbsfleet OR return flights with luggage from 
Gatwick - supp't may apply • 6 nights in Diano Marina with buffet breakfasts & dinners 
and free drinks 6pm to 11 pm every night - local brands of beer, wine & spirits • All 
excursions ‘Transfers abroad 

^Conditions apply to low 


Join us on a super 2-centre escorted holiday taking-in the delights of Slovenia 
and Croatia. Experience the charming Slovenian capital, Ljubljana and the 
stunning beauty of lakes Bled and Bohinj plus pretty Piran, pictured above. 
The journey between the coast and Bled includes a ride on the Bohinj Railway, 
one of Europe's great train journeys. On Croatia's Istrian peninsula we stay in 
charming Porec, visit historic Pula and cruise to Rovinj, widely regarded as 
Croatia's most picturesque town. We also visit Lim Fjord, location of the 1958 
film The Vikings, and Opatija, one of Croatia's finest coastal resorts. 
INCLUDED: Escorted throughout abroad • Return flights with luggage to Venice- 
supp't may apply • 3 nights half-board stay at a 4-star hotel in Bled, Slovenia • 5 nights 
half board stay at a 4-star hotel in Porec, Croatia • All excursions ‘Transfers abroad 
deposits-call for details 


Best of the 60 s Party 

Breaks at Easter Fri, 14 Apr, 2017 


TAKE a trip down memory lane for 60s music hits and a friendly party 
atmosphere this Easter at carefully selected hotels in the English 
countryside. With a 60s tribute act each night, breakfasts, dinners and 
comfortable en suite accommodation these breaks offer 60s value-for- 
money too. Over-40s only. 

INCLUDES: Two or three nights'en-suite accommodation • Breakfasts & 
dinners • Live entertainment each evening • Free Easter gift 


LOVE THE 60s IN 
LINCOLNSHIRE- 
£199pp 

Stoke Rochford Hall, nr 
Grantham 

14 April: 3 nights - Vicki 
Lambert as Dusty 
Springfield, Rob Wheeler 
as The Beatle PLUS Ian 
Larkin the Cheeky 
Chappy 


60s SOUNDS IN THE 
WYE VALLEY-£199pp 
Penyard House Hotel, 
nr Ross on Wye 

14 April: 3 nights - Roy 
Carter ex-Drifters and 
Foundations, Vicki 
Lambert as Dusty 
Springfield PLUS Ian 
Larkin the Cheeky 
Chappy 


SOUNDS OF THE 60s 
EASTER IN SURREY- 
£159pp 

Thatcher's Hotel, nr 
Guildford 

14 April: 2 nights -The 
Frankie Valli Story 
& 60s party duo 
Bus Stop 


Sounds of the 60s 
Summer Seaside Party 

Pontins Pakefield, Suffolk Coast 

Self-Drive • Friday, 7 July, 2017 - Quote: PA7-KOS 

Join us at Pontins Pakefield, on the Suffolk coast, for our exclusive, private summer 
60s Party Weekend - for over 40s only. We've lined up a brilliant entertainment 
showbill featuring The Ivy League, Hermans Hermits, Vanity Fare, Steve Ellis's Love 
Affair, plus The Beached Boys. With non-stop fun from Friday evening to late on 
Sunday and HALF PRICE DRINKS, this is one party weekend you're sure to love. 

INCLUDED: Half Price bar drinks - house beers & spirits, wine 
by the glass, pumped soft drinks & pumped mixers - lunch 
times and evenings from Friday night to Sunday night 
• Entertainment • 3 nights en-suite chalet - club upgrade 
available • 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts • Free parking 


Half Price Drinks 
Entertainment 
Over 40s only 
£10pp deposit 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 
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astback MX-5 


unrva 


RARELY can a car be called unique, but Mazda’s 
new folding hardtop MX-5 RF (from £22,195) 
surely is. 

It offers open top roadster fun, plus the security, 
added refinement and style of a coupe. 

Even the flagship £28,995 2.0-litre 500-only 
‘Launch’ special looks a steal, especially as Mazda 
happily points out that a 1990 entry level 1.6-litre 
MX-5 soft top cost £14,250 - a whopping £34k in 
today’s money. 

I can’t think of a current rival at any price and, 
for visual impact, the RF (retractable fastback) 
compares well with past classics such as the E- 
Type fixed head, Datsun 240Z and even the virtu¬ 
ally priceless Ferrari 250 GTO. 

Not that it carries anything like their bulk; as 
ever, but more so with this latest generation MX-5 
- packed with Mazda’s energy and weight-saving 
Skyactiv technologies - the car is finely poised 
upon its front engine/rear drive layout. 

However, the RF does carry an extra 45kg due 
to that roof and electric folding mechanism, an 
ingenious thing in action, though equivalent to 
adding a 13-year-old kid to the payload. 

This was bound to have an effect, so while the 
1.5-litre engine feels best in the super-light soft 
top MX-5, it seems slightly lacking in the RF, mak¬ 


ing the 2.0-litre the better bet in power and han¬ 
dling. 

But is the RF worth the £2,000 premium over 
the soft top? Apart from the everyday flexibility 
and security of the folding roof it also retracts 
behind the seats in 13-seconds to keep boot 
space intact. 


It looks stunning in roof up or down mode too, 
with the roof’s side buttresses remaining in 
place to create a targa-top profile, while telling 
onlookers you bought the ‘posh’ MX-5 version. 

But wind buffeting around those buttresses 
can be noisy at higher speeds - a fix may be 
needed, Mazda. 
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UU RENAULT 

\ / Passion for life 

All-New 

Renault MEGANE SPORT TOURER 

Technology for success 



Available with: 

3.99% apr 

4 years' warranty 

Offer available only until 31st March 2017 

The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km) for the All-New Renault Megane range are: urban 36.2 (7.8)-68.9 (4.1); extra-urban 57.7 
(4.9)-80.7 (3.5); combined 47.1 (6)-76.4 (3.7). The official C0 2 emissions are 134-96g/km. Figures are obtained for comparative purposes in 
accordance with EU Legislation and may not reflect real-life driving results. 

All-New Megane Sport Tourer Dynamique Nav TCe 130 monthly payment based on £6,000 deposit, 24 monthly payments of £249, optional final payment of £7,674. Finance 
provided by Renault Finance, PO Box 149, Watford WD17 1FJ. Subject to status. Indemnities may be required. UK residents only (excluding the Channel Islands). Over 18s. 
Terms and conditions apply. Offer based on 6,000 miles per annum, excess mileage 8p per mile inc VAT Finance available on selected new vehicles when ordered and registered 
by 31st March 2017. All-New Megane Sport Tourer shown with optional metallic paint, available at £545. 


MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE 

Bircholt Road, Parkwood 
Maidstone ME15 9XY 
Tel 01622 616422 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY MOTORLINE ASHFORD 


Westminster Road 
Canterbury CT1 1YY 
Tel 01227 389706 


Hilton Road 
Ashford TN23 1EW 

Tel 01233 215630 www.motorline.co.uk/renault 


Book a test drive 
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Slowly warming to Toyota's 4G 

The world’s biggest-selling and best known hybrid has gone up a notch, with a 
new powertrain and clever weight-saving compensating for a garish interior 


Y OU might think the 
hardest thing about 
producing a green car is 
creating an eco-friendly 
drivetrain, but it’s 
making it look stylish. 

I’m joking though, and there are 
exceptions to the rule, such as Tesla’s 
electric cars - fine examples of what 
is achievable by a carmaker starting 
from scratch. 

But Toyota’s latest Prius (from 
£23,600) upholds my mischievous 
theory that styling is always 
side-lined in the quest for a planet- 
friendly motor. 

The Japanese and world Nol 
carmaker also has previous: the first 
Prius appeared to have been in a 
front and rear end shunt, while its 
two hatchback successors looked as 
bland as the driving experience. 

The fourth-generation car is more 
interesting though, and might have 
been inspired by the brutish 
Batmobile from the 1960s Batman 
TV series, only to be then damned by 
a relatively narrow width and small 
wheels from Noddy’s car. 

Despite garish styling inside, the 
five-door car does feel airy and 
roomy, with impressive boot (502 
litres) and load space. 



The world’s best-selling hybrid and 
green icon also now feels quieter and 
far more refined; Toyota has added 
strength and rigidity, while cutting 
weight, boosting the effectiveness of 
the Prius’ 71bhp electric motor. 

A more efficient 97bhp 1.8 petrol 


engine then allows the combined 
powertrains to deliver 0-62mph in 
10.4 seconds; not too bad and more 
than offset by an official combined 
94.1mpg on versions fitted with the 
smaller 15-inch wheels - Noddy’s 
spare set. 


This Prius’ ability to run in 
electric-only EV mode makes it 
particularly attractive to city drivers 
or those who do many short 
journeys; transition between EV and 
petrol power being quiet and 
seamless. 


Prius 


Toyota Prius 1.8 
WT-i Excel Auto 


Price: 

from £27,995 

Driving appeal: 

★★ 

Image: 

★ 

Space: 

★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★★ 

Best rival: 

Lexus CT200h 


Toyota also seems to have 
conquered the previous anomaly, 
which saw the hybrid system caught 
out on motorway economy, because 
the petrol engine was doing all the 
work; this time I found fuel con¬ 
sumption more compatible with a 
similar size diesel hatchback. 

Of course, dinosaurs like me will 
continually ask: “If this is the future 
of driving, please deliver the blow of 
oblivion now”, but I did finally warm 
to the Prius despite the soul-less CVT 
(continually variable transmission) 
auto gearbox. 

Rather like an addictive video 
game, you do start to adhere to a 
different style of driving, by trying to 
feather the right foot more and get 
the best numbers coming up on the 
dashboard economy scale - sad, 
though it is. 



THE LITTLE CAR WITH A LOT OF EDGE 

Meet the Ignis, the little car with a lot of edge. Small but perfectly formed, it comes 
in 11 colour options with stylish touches in every detail. And now’s the perfect time 
to drive away in an instant icon wjth this amazing offer of 1 year’s free insurance*. 


Contact ADAMSON SUZUKI today to book a test drive and be one of the first 
to get behind the.wheel of the hew Ignis. 


Request a Test Drive today: suzuki.co.uk/adamsonsuzuki ... 

Adamson Suzuki Motability 

137a Dover Road Walmer Deal CT14 7JH 01304 381300 1 


Model shown: Ignis SZ5 ALLGRIP at £13,999 on the road (metallic paint available from £465). Ignis range official fuel consumption figures in mpg (L/lOOkm): Urban 
from 51.3 (5.5) to 57.6 (4.9), Extra Urban from 64.2 (4.4) to 70.6 (4.0), Combined from 60.1 (4.7) to 65.7 (4.3). Official C02 emissions from 106g/km to 97g/km. 

The above fuel consumption figures are based on an EU test for comparative purposes only and may not reflect driving results. *Free insurance offer: Excludes Ignis SZ3. UK residents aged 21-79 only. Order by 28 February 2017, register by 31 March 
2017. Subject to availability. Offer only available when vehicle purchased through Personal Contract Purchase (PCP) by Suzuki Finance, available from participating Dealers, subject to status. Terms, exclusions & eligibility criteria apply, see suzuki. 
co.uk/cars/ignisfreeinsurance. 5.9% APR representative on Suzuki Personal Contract Purchase. Maximum 49 month term. Terms and Conditions apply. The offer above is available from participating Authorised Suzuki Dealers only. The offer cannot 
be used in conjunction with any other offer unless otherwise stated. Finance is provided by Suzuki Financial Services Ltd (excludes Channel Islands and Isle of Man). Suzuki Financial Services Ltd reserves the right to withdraw or amend this offer 
without notice or prior warning. Suzuki Financial Services Ltd, part of Lloyds Banking Group, St William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff, CF10 5BH. Suzuki Insurance is provided by Original Insurance Services, registered in England and Wales No. 
05686831 at Batchworth House, Church Street, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire, WD3 1JE and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. It is underwritten by Allianz Insurance pic, registered in England No. 84638 at 57 Ladymead, 
Guildford, Surrey, GUI 1DB. Allianz Insurance pic is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority (Financial Services Register No. 121849). Offer correct 
at time of going to print. 
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IN-PAPER » ONLINE • ON MOBILE 



TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE 01233 653461 EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk ONLINE www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 


Classic 


Education 


RECRUITING NOW FOR 

TEACHERS & TEACHING ASSISTANTS 

REGULAR WORK AVAILABLE IN 
BEXLEY - DARTFORD - GRAVESEND 
MEDWAY - MAIDSTONE - ASHFORD 
CANTERBURY - FOLKESTONE - DOVER 


CALL 01474 359333 
or register your details at 
www.classiceducation.co.uk/apply 


/ 


Construction Company seeking: 


\ 


All Trades 

(Labourers / Groundworkers / Underpinners / 
Carpenters / Screeders / Dry Liners) 

Site location - Sevenoaks 


Competitive rates. Immediate start 
If you would like to apply for these positions, 
please call 07542 989922 


Proof of right to work will be required. NO GANGS 


PLEASE MENTION THIS 
PAPER WHEN REPLYING TO 
THESE ADVERTISEMENTS 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
CONSULTATION ON THE PROPOSED 
DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS PLAYING 
FIELDS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
S77 OF THE SCHOOL STANDARDS 
AND FRAMEWORK ACT 1998 
LAND AT THE JOHN WALLIS 
ACADEMY, STANHOPE ROAD, 
ASHFORD, KENT 

Kent County Council is proposing to dispose of this 
former school site and the capital receipt 
raised is to be invested in a new building for the John 
Wallis Academy. 

The site to be sold comprises part of the John Wallis 
Academy currently in use as the Primary Phase of the 
Academy and comprises schools buildings and playing 
field. 

The receipt from the sale of the playing field element 
will be prioritised towards the provision of the new 
sports facilities and supporting infrastructure then 
towards the cost of the new classrooms and associated 
expenditure. 

In accordance with s77 of the School Standards and 
Framework Act 1998 Kent County Council is required 
to consult with local residents and the public with regard 
to the sale of the playing field land. The playing field 
element is as follows: Hard games Courts: approximately 
840m2 Informal Play Areas: approximately 8079m2 
Playing Pitches: approximately 25,400 m2. 

The consultation lasts for six weeks from the date of this 
notice. 

Any person or organisation wishing to make written 

representations on Kent County 

Council’s proposal to sell this playing field land 

should send these to Kent County Council at 

enquiries@gen2.co.uk or by post to Sessions House, 

County Hall, Maidstone, ME14 1XQ 

Date: 15 February 2017 


ROCHESTER: ASHFORD: CANTERBURY: 

2-3 MAY 4-5 MAY 3-4 JUNE 

Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN ASA 

PHLEBOTOMIST 


awarding a Nationally Recognised 

Certificate in Phlebotomy 

nS UK Recognised 

b 3I Allied Healthcare 
Career Path 

1 ^ No previous experience 
required 

fil Two day course 

Accredited (advanced level) 



For more info, or to book online: 

ACCREDITED 


HIGH DEMAND IN: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector 


[www. geopace.com 


JOBS MATCHED 
TO YOUR CV 
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Sport 

Bromley boarder 
battles for bronze 

Ellie Soutter, 16, came third in snowboard cross for Team GB 



Olympics 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


BROMLEY-BORN boarder Ellie Sout¬ 
ter claimed Team GB’s first medal of 
the Erzurum 2017 European Youth 
Olympic Festival this week as the 
16-year-old took snowboard cross 
bronze. 

The teenager saw off the challenge 
of Russia’s Zinaida Vasileva in the 
girls’ final and secured third place be¬ 
hind Agathe Sillieres and Kim Mar¬ 
tinez of France who took gold and sil¬ 
ver respectively. 

Soutter, who grew up in Surrey af¬ 
ter moving from Bromley as a child, 
before moving to the Alps, had earlier 
narrowly edged out teammate Maisie 
Hill in the semi-final to clinch a spot 
to race for the medals before Hill went 
on to win the B final and finish fifth 
overall. 

The medal comes midway through 
the festival, which features 17 Team 
GB athletes across five sporting disci¬ 
plines, and Soutter admitted she was 
overcome with emotion as soon as 
she finished and was greeted by Hill. 

“I don’t think it’s quite sunk in yet, 
I’m a little bit emotional,” she said, 

“I cried as I crossed the line -1 was 
just so emotional as it hasn’t been the 
best season for me and it’s finally on 
the way up. 

“I even asked my coach to put snow 
down my back when I was in the start 
gate. It helps wake me up so I don’t 
feel all floppy like a jellyfish. 

“It was so nice to have Maisie at the 
finish line - the support from the 
whole team has been amazing this 
week and it really helps motivate you. 
I just hope this isn’t the last medal I 


win for Team GB - my goal is to com¬ 
pete at Beijing 2022.” 

Team GB’s 17 athletes, all aged 15- 
17 years old, are competing across 
five of the nine disciplines at Erzurum 
2017; alpine skiing, cross country 
skiing, figure skating, short track 
speed skating and snowboarding. 

With many of the senior Team GB 


athletes working on the road to the 
PyeongChang 2018 Olympic Winter 
Games, European Youth Olympic Fes¬ 
tivals play a crucial role in the devel¬ 
opment of young British athletes and 
provide a first multi-sport event expe¬ 
rience that helps them along the 
route to achieving their own Olympic 
dreams. 


Former Arsenal trainee keeper joins Ravens 


Football 


A FORMER Arsenal prospect has 
joined Bromley hours after the club 
announced the departure of 
goalkeeper Alan Julian. 

Highly-rated shot-stopper Ross 
Flitney was a trainee with the 
Gunners before joining Champion¬ 
ship outfit Fulham, and also enjoyed 
a long spell at Eastleigh, on loan 
from Gillingham. 

Speaking to the club’s website this 
week, Ravens manager Neil Smith 
said: “It’s great to have Ross on 
board with all his experience. 

“It was an easy decision to make 
with Ross having played at this level 
and above as well as having a great 
reputation and a hunger to stay and 
play at the highest level possible.” 



CHANGE: Bromley FC 


Flitney added: “I’m pleased with 
the move, I have worked with Neil 
before and I know about the club’s 


ambitions so I knew it was the right 
decision. 

“Also for me to get back to playing 
at the highest level possible is 
exciting and I look forward to the 
challenge ahead.” 

The departing Julian said: “What a 
great time I’ve had at Bromley FC, I 
have some brilliant memories, 
winning the title and celebrating 
with my son on the pitch was a real 
special moment. 

“A special thank you to the fans 
who have welcomed me from day 
one and have always been so 
supportive both home and away. 

“A big thank you to the managers, 
coaches and physio department I’ve 
worked with. 

“Also a special mention to ‘Shims’ 
my goalkeeping coach who has had 
a massive influence on me.” 




Testa departs as Fleet director 


EBBSFLEET United have confirmed 
David Testa has left his position as a 
director on the club’s board. 

Mr Testa also announced his 
departure as CEO of the London 
Paramount project and other 
positions with the Kuwaiti European 
Holding Group last weekend. 

Fleet director Stuart Butler-Gallie 
told the club’s website this week: 

“ [Vice-chairman] Peter Varney and I 


would like to take this opportunity to 
thank David for his valued contribu¬ 
tion as a member of the board since 
the KEH Sports takeover in June 
2013. 

“We wish him well for the future 
and look forward to welcoming him 
back to Stonebridge Road as a fan, 
which we know he has become.” 

Fleet are currently flying high in 
the National League South. 


Hawkins beats Day to 
win World Grand Prix 


DITTON’S Barry Hawkins survived a 
stirring fightback from Ryan Day to 
win snooker’s World Grand Prix on 
Sunday night. 

Hawkins, the world number 12, 
raced into a 9-3 lead at Preston’s 
Guild Hall courtesy of five century 
breaks. 

But Welshman Day forced his way 
back into the best-of-19 final by 
winning four successive frames. 


A relieved Hawkins however, held 
his nerve in the 17th frame to pot the 
black and clinch the title 10-7 to 
claim the £100,000 top prize. 

The Hawk has also impressed this 
week at the Welsh Open, recording 
comfortable victories over the likes of 
Fraser Patrick, Tian Pengfei, 
Thailand’s Thepchaiya Un-Nooh and 
fellow Englishman Craig Steadman 
in Cardiff. 


DAME Kelly Holmes has added her name 
to a star-studded list taking part in a 
charity bike ride this summer. 

Kent’s Athens hero will be taking part in 
the first ever Goatham’s Great Kent Cycle 
Ride covering nearly 200 miles across the 
county in aid of Kent Sports Trust 
Foundation and Help for Heroes over the 
course of a three-day event in July. 

“Having recently got into cycling myself, 
I have a new appreciation for Kent as it has 
some amazing routes and places to ride 
around,” she said. 

“I am especially looking forward to the 
first day when the riders will arrive in 
Hildenborough. 

“The parish council have kindly allowed 
the event to be hosted on the recreation 
ground and my Cafe 1809 will be provid¬ 
ing refreshments for everyone. 

“I wish the organisers the best of luck 
with the planning and developments and 
look forward to getting back on my bike in 
July.” 

The event takes place from July 14-16. 


HERO: Dame Kelly Holmes 


j_ V i. » Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 

QpOlT Snorts or call Tom Pyman on 01233653477 


Dame Kelly to compete 
in first Kent Cycle Ride 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport r Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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‘Astonishing and Unmissable 


Sunday Express 


The acclaimed National Theatre production 


CIDENT 


OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME 


NEW PLAY BY 

SIMON STEPHENS 


BASED ON THE BEST-SELLING NOVEL BY 

MARK HADDON 


MON 6 - SAT 11 MARCH 

01227 787787 I marlowetheatre.com 


For all bookings made online a per ticket booking fee of 75p applies. £1 per ticket booking fee applies for phone and in person bookings, 
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